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INTRODUCTION

Laader is situated beside the River Leader on ond of the ofdest routes benveen Edinturah and
England, It lies ina lush valley near the foot of the Lammermuie Hills, The earliest mentions of
Lauder are when it was known as Lawedir (12-15th century). Loweder (e.1300) and Lawdir
(1374}, Lauder is in o perfect location for the visitar and local alike 1o enjov the peace and
Becrty of the Borders.

Thix T Tradl has been ser up by Scottish Borders Council, Scoteicll Bosdves Tourist Board
(Land ef Creativite), the Heritage Lottery Fund (Awards for All) and the Lawderdale Initfative
Cironnpa, This trail iy fuse one peet of the Land of Creativiey programme taking place in the Scotrish
Borders durterg 2000 ay part of the UK wide Millenittm Festival,

Land of Creativiey celebrates the wnigue landscape of the Borders and the vich rradition of creativin
i ey ispived. [ty atnnis la encourage a further appreciation of the Borders literany and crearive
feritege. fo napive new falents and fo create pew inferest in the coltire and enviromment, amon st
Bt vesidlernty dnd visitors,

Cver the lase few cenmries, many important people Tave hailed from Lander and Tef their mark
et only i the teovvn but-all aver the world,  Visitors o6 have weitten mueli gboat the town
inclueding a travelling minstrel who liked the town So much ther he wane the follad of “Leader
Heughy and Yarrow'. This famous song has been sung formany geneeations, possibly the most
celebvaied rendition being by ‘Midside Maggie® ontside the Tower of Londor when she wenr o
visit the Earl of Lauderdale who was imprisoned there in the 17" century.

Tl rradl ix approximarely 2km ( L25 miles) long and takes abaut 1 lowr teo complere, Those with
lews fime fo spare may wish to reduce this by veferving to the trail map in the centre pages. The
rrail srares and finishes ar the New Leader Leisire Centre in Mid Row.

Inorder to guide you, mumbered plagues are situated alang the route at specific points of interest.
Information relating to them can be found within this leaflet. Please note that many of the sites
ot the trail are private iowses and we woild ask You to respect the privacy of the rexidents,

We hiope that you enjoy walking the Town Trail and that vou will have a pleasant sty in Lauder.
Lauder Seal:

Fhe seal of the Bureh represents the Virgin with the Hoby Child in her arms. The head of each

figure i yurmunded by o covon, or falt - thas indicating i‘he"}?rﬁi Reformation period ax the
dare of origin of the seal,
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Lauder is an ancient rown and was known in
the 12" century as a ‘Kirkiown', The lown
received several visits from rovalty. of both
Scotland and England. William the Lion
eranted Lauder a Royal Charterin the late 12"
fearly [3th Century, und King James TV, who
frequently beld court in the wown, renewed this
in 1502

In the early 14 century, Sic James. Dhug]u.u,
confidant of King Robert 1, assumed control of
Lavderdale when hewas granied the barony
ic.1325). By 1455, the Douglas Family hod
arown too powerful for the liking of King James
[T and consequently they were stripped of their
power and the Earl of Douglas charged with
treason, fUwasafter thisthat Lauder became a
Roval Bureh,

In 1482, with an army besieging Berwick,
Lawder church was the venue of the famous
conference that led 1o the capture and the
eventual death of King James 1H. More
interested in the nris and architecture, King
Jamgs did not pay too much attention o
governing Scotland nor to the traditional power
sertictures; This caused his nobles no'end of
concern and 5o during this conference six of
his favourite courtiers were scized by jealouns
barons sand were hanged “over the bridee of
‘Lather!{ Leader) before e King seves ™. The
stige of Berwick was never lifted and Berwick
has been part of England ever since.

An artillery fort was built by the English at
Lauder m the late winter and spring of 1548,

during the Rough Wooing, 1t was construcied
o relieve English garrisons that were occupying
purds of south-cast Scotland. The fort wis one
pf four with. Roxburgh, Eyvemouth and
Buingliss which were all built around the same
tine.

Thiese forts were stll held by the English and
ineluded in the Treaty of Bolopne (March
1550, by which it was agreed, by France and
England. that they should be surrendered,
demolished and neverdgain fortified. The for
in Lauder was surrendered as part of the peace
treaty on 10 April 1550, having been besieged
by Secottish forces from late Bebruary of that
Vedr onwinds.

A contemporary plan of the fort was deiwn in
Octaber 1549 forthe Sth Earl of Rutland. From
this it can be seen that the Tort was built on the
edge of the river terrace, in the space oceupicd
by Thirlestane Castle 104day.

From 1367, Lauder was regularly represented
at Parliament in Edinburgh.. Prior to 1707, the
burah was outright in its condemnation of the
proposed union of the Parliaments, After the
union, the burgh’s position on ope of the wain
north-south routes through the Borders led o
an ierease in trade in Lauder. The burgh

‘subsequently went through a period of

expansion as the population increased and by

it i :
theearly 197 cenmary, there were over two

thousand inhabitants and twenty inns,
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In 1745, Prince Charlie lodged at Thirlestane
Castle on his way to invade England. [n the
ceptre of Lauder there 15 a house known as
Cope's House where Sir John Cope is said to
have lodged while fleeing from Prestonpans.

Although there are no records of when it was
built, or of any repairs, it i3 said that Laoder
was in the past surrounded by a burgh wall with
gates at both the West and East Port.
( Unfortunately, all traces of this wall had been
removed by the early 20" century). The burzh
still preserves its original medieval form of »
single miin strect and two back lanes; a loyout

atone time typical of many small Scots markel
towns. which may support the ¢liim of a bargh
wall.

Lauder escaped mussive expansion during the
Industrial revolution,  Although most of the
houses date from the 18" and 19" century,
extensive backfilling of the back garden areas
did not oceur. Expansion in Laoder has taken
the form of adding more storeys Lo the
buildings, Good examples of this can be seen
at 4 The Avenuve and 31 East High Streer.
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Leader Leisure Centre (1)

The start of the Lauder Town Trail is ot the
new Leisure Centre in Mid Row, This building
was formerly an agricultural workshop and
then a factory belfore being converied for leisure
use in 1999, The information centre in frant
ol the leisure centre was formerly the smithy,
I'he Leader Leisure centre was officially
opened in March 2000 by HRH Princess Anne
and is run by the local charitable Trust,

Turn lefi om Jeaving the Leisure Centre and
fallow Mid Row until vou reach Mill Wynd on
vour lelt hand side

Corn mills were an important feature of the
burgh’s medieval cconomy anc it was known
that the de Moreville family oranted tithes from
Lauder mills to Dryburgh Abbey in the |2"
century, Although thereis no longer imill on
this site, the mune still remains.

Mo 1A Wynd (2)

This was the police station and cells from the
mid 19" century until the 1850°s when it
hecame a private fesidence,

No 3 Mill Wynd — Tower House

This i« reputed o' be thessile reéferred 1o/in the
sustne of Robert Lauder in 1568 a5 Tie menor
puce, tower and foralice, houses, yards,
archarids {erc) batmded by the back of the biergh
wetdl e e sehath) L This building is thought o
have been occupied until) abour 1649,

Lauderdale family accounts record the

employment of James Betinel, mison, for
‘taking down’” the ald tower OF Lauder ( 1699-
1701} and removing the foundations at & cost
of £131 64 . (A5

Tonwer House was built g5 amanse for the Free

Kirk which stood at thee botiom of Kirk Wynd,

Crossing over Mill Wynd vou will find Liuder
Kirk an your left hand side,

Lauder Kirk {3)

Lauder Kirk

The orginal kirk for Lander wis outside the
town boundary near Thirlesone Castle and was
built by Richard de Morevilleiin 1he 12"
Century.

In 1617, John, 1 Earl of Lauderdale petitioned
the'King (James V1) o have thekark re-loeated
al its presentsite although it wasnotuntil 1673
that work commenced,

The Buke of Lauderdale crected the present
church in Lawder in 1673, The church
underwent repairs in 1522 and again in 15864,
There isan earlier chapel at Thirlestane Castle
which was originally the private chapel of the
Castle, butwasused os the parish church while
the new church, {that of 16731, was being built.

The building was desizned by Sir William
Bruce. master mason for Holvrood House m
Edinburgh.. whilst he was working on
Thirlestane Castle. [t takes the {orm of o Greek
crtss with all four drms o transepts being of
equal length, The central crossing is sguare
untilitreaches the mdge: an octagonal spire then

5 ___________ LAUDER TownTwil]
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- this have recently been removeil.
was refurbished in 1973 for its lercenteniry.

o ¥ T

surmounts it An elegant tripartite window ot
first floor level lights each transept of the kirk.
Notice above the entrance, the eastellated
parapet; the entrance looks like & fortified
building. The two extensions; which house the
starcases, were built in [820, Within the kirk
15 a Chinese style Chippendale pulpit.

In the turbulent years of the mid 1 ?"‘ contury,
there wus 4 struggle for control of Scotland’s
religion.  The minister for Lauder Parish

between 1638 and 1649 was Jamis Guthiie. He:

was known locally as the “liztle man thar conld
et e Hewus ulso o Finatical witeh hunter
and it was said that during his time in office,
the Town Hall had a wailing list for womern
wanting to be tried for witcheraft! Guthrie wis
vehement in his opposition o the Ln;;ugemen.r

where the Church of Seatland sided with King
Charles Land in 1638 hcxigne-:lThr:Cuv:mril

Adter the restoration of the monarchy he wis
tried for high ueason and executed (1661). His
last words were said to be “The Covenants. the
Covenants ¥hall ver be Scodand's reviving ",

Lhe vestrytvith farmer cart aperiag fortie Hmrwr

Within 1I1c-churcli;,r_&rd (South West will) &

Awatchiower was erected in 1830 1o prevent i

repedt of the body snatching raid by the
resureclionists. UnfnrtUnluuh all remains u[’
The church_

Also ol interest is the Hearse House and vesiry
on the corner of Mill Wynd which is accessed
from the churchyard. The arch headed Opeing
onto Mid Row was once (he housing for the
church hearse. This building was built in 1831,

Town Hall (4}
On exiting the churchyard, you will sée Lander
Town Hall in front of you,

Lasider Town Eﬂ'ﬂﬂ'

Lauder Town Hall was formerly the town
Tolbooth: The building that stands today dates
from 1735, Typically Scotiishin its simplicily
of detailing, the dborway 1s emphasised by the.
steps, which risei to the entrance-of ihe hall:
abave which 15 a clock tower, The oigingl
clock from the tower was removed 1o
Mellerstain Castle near Earlseon and built into

the gable of the stable block there, ‘T he stairw: 1y

Wit originally willed although iron railings
later replaced rhum

Originally, the Tolbooth was where traders paid
rent for trading in the burgh and where tolls
were collected from travellers passing through
Lauder. In later yemrs, the ground Moor was
used as a jail tmost notably for-the
imprsonment of witches), with the upper Aoor
being used as the court, This upper Moo still
bears the wooden slots in the walls to take the
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bar to which the accused was called to receive
justice.

The ground floor of the buikling had three
vaulted cells, one of which wasbelow the stiirs,
This room had no windows to admit Heht fnd
was known locally as ‘the hlack hole”. The
building was last used as o/ prison in L840,
Today, one of the former cells s used us the
Burgh Registrar’s Office, and Civil marmages
are condoeted in the Council Chambers on the
first foor,

Many stories are wld of old prison days, such
as the prisoner who threatened that he would
not stay longer unless he govbeter milk to his
ponridge.

Mercal Cross

The Mercat Cross of Luander was onginally
sited al the botom of the stairs to the Talbooth
ur Town Hall, Unfortunitely no trace remains
ulthis cross, However, the War Memorial may
bave been madelled on the origindl Cross.,

Across the main road from the Town Hall is
the Black Bull Hotel, {Take care when crossing
the main road as it can often be busy ),

Black Ball Hotel (5)

Bilack Bull Horel

The Black Bull Hotel dates {rom the 18"
century.  The hotel is reputedly the site of a
peel’, although no trace of such a building exists
toadiry, The land was sold in 1721 but the sasine
dogs' not mention a peel, The land was sokl
again in 1737 although this time the sasine does
record o 'figh howse called the peel’. 1 scems
reidsonable to assume therefore thit o peel may
have been built between 1721 and 1737 but it
is Strange that a defensive building should be
Huilt during a period of peace and prosperily
for the bureh.

Whatever it's earlier history, what is certain, is
thaf the Black Bull served as a coaching inn
for many vears und in the carly 19" century it
wits one.of the busicst inns in the Borders. Alter
the Treary of Union in 1707, Lauder was
situited onone of the main north=south routes
through the Borders providing @ convenien
stage where the coach horses could be changed,

One tale of the Black Bull refers 1o the son
{Tom) of the head ostler who got inlo trouble
and was sent (o 1he Tolbooth jail, Tom was a
post boy at the stables, and during the period
of his incarceration, when all the other posthoys
were oul, i post-chiise arrived, drawn by Fone
horses with two postilions®, His father wis in
quite i quandary and cventually decided to run
to the jail and plead that Tom be released in
order o attend to his duties. He was duly
granted his freedom but it was not long before
he was imprisoned again Tor inother offence
in the wwn!

U Pl A Stane fnver fidhe

 Paxrifions: v it mdde on the senr of st eeconehis
fetapen ddors dandiattend o tre needs of the
PHESSENTErT,

The building was edlarged in the 19" century
1 include the section on the lell. Here vou can

see Iwo tnparite windows, the ground floorsel

have an l.:.li:gnnl round headed Palladian

LAUDER Town Trail
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window with Gothic astragals, The earlier part
of the building, to the right, is typically Scottish
in detailing, notice the dormer windows ar the
caves with their pedimented gables. 1t is
conceivable that the Black Bull was once
thatched,

Ta the left of the Black Bull Hotel is
Rutherfords general store. Note the distinetive
vellow sandstone quoins and dark whinstone
wialls.

Rutherformli General Store

A1 the ip bf the Avenoe o the teft of
Rutherfords 'shop s the Eagle Hotel. [n the
past this Hotel wis known as the Eagle [nn und
was one of several inns providing smges lor
changing horses on the road belween Edinburgh
andd the North of England as well #s providing
rest on the loeal routes to Jedburah, Kelso and
Duns. -

The Avenue (6)

e —
The Svenue

The Avenue was once the main approach o
Thirlestane Castle and was lined with trees,
Beyond the gate w1 the bottam ol the Avenue,
thistree-lined puth has recentlybeen replanied
and there are plans o re-open this route tw the
cistle in the future

The site of darmy Cepe'y

Jonny Cope’s

Dpposite the Avenue is the Fliat Cat Gallery on
the site of the house where John Cope is said
to have made his first stop after the battle of
Prestonpans in 1745 where the Lhwcm_ﬁ:’uu!
was defeated at the hands of the Jacobites,
Cope wus not a Jacobite but instend Was o
supporter of the King and his ideals, '

LAUDER Town Trail
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Cope's House was said to have been ongof the  Castle Wynd and Crofts Road
oldest buildings. in the burgh and was a large
twao storey thatched lenement, mt]rn,tmtwag
passing under it. The last known use ,fm"lilg
Property was an inn known ag Jnrujy Enpn 5.

This house was demalished in e 1900 tmd 'was
replaced by the short two .md s haIf wjre.],r
sandstone terrace that you cim N‘EEM

.-".[ the hﬂltum af the ﬂwnnuc |::|l1 t!:u.: ]eﬁ haud

e Caxtle Wvnd
been J.J.!\Ld in I'n_urhl noe the Imq of the old :
roof on the west gable "‘*'df- fedrest th& GIE  [The sireets now commonly known as Crofis

park). Road and Castle Wynd wereqonge known as

Tipper and Lower Backside u..spl:clutlj.

Thcsemadswrmund Lauderandare believed
to have been just puiside the hotindary of the
butgh wall, therefor: “Buckside' r:ﬁ:mua o the
‘hack’ of the wnII ‘i roads alloved p?ﬂs.:[}c
1o I]jm::eq be}-mdlha town whsnhe ;,ala; wcn}
closed at ni glnfnll It may also hu*- ¢ ‘Ismm uw.d
abamt.dlcval Cow gitte along w hich th}e were.
driven to pasture outwith the hitrgh settiement, 5

When you reach The Row, turn left in the
direction of the main street apain,

Mo The Avenne
. TheRow (T
Opposite thisis Lander Volunteer Hall, which
was 'built in 1863 as a drill hall for the 5"
Berwickshire Volunteers. The people ol Lauder
bought the hall for the use of the town in the
192005, -

At the botom {:f-lhaﬁv_mu.g, turn Jeft and walk
along Castle. Wynd 1o The Row.

The Rin

0 LAUDER Town Trail
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The Row’, was formerty known as Rum',n
Row' and is situated on the cast \1dbﬂﬂm_:li_:lx_h_' 52
main sireet.

“The Row” was, until 1823, Fur:ufamaﬂ wh:r:h
led through Lord Lauderdale’s puﬁw m the
Easter Road at Norton. i !

Two niable houses in ThuRuw‘mE‘_NuaﬂMd
b bl :

Walking up towards the miain street, ﬂu 21 s
on - your right hand side. |

Mo 21 The Row (8)

No.2T1 The Raw

Noi 21 The: Rb'if_.'ﬂ{ﬂﬁ. the home of _lj'r--Inhn

Wilson (] BO4-1875), minister of the West Kirk,
whu wLanIndm a5 mlﬁsmnm yoand rmlndad '
W{thn &E-;;filage, Ha was held in high esteem
il‘LrC_i_:!Eh{_:_H.I:t Jnehiaand was 4 close friend of Dr
Livingstone.

Continue on op the street until you reach No
on the et hand side.

No 4 The Row (9)

‘Tn 4 The Row was buill by the burghers in
1795 s & meeting house and church, Tt has

: whsn_qu'r_m!y been used us a school, joiners
! sﬂmp and more recently o house,

Nﬂ 4 ﬁ:ﬂﬂ]i i - 5

HEU.HJE]' wﬂ | $
Thﬂm are two ;,nil*mccs to The Ruw ‘me the

- High Street and between these.enlmnces sluyli

il bye-gone days the “Sumer Tree SUETELN
“Sumer Tree” was o rmnpﬂll.r, A »mglu: ST
mtl‘.ﬂg& on the High Street now occupies the
site of the “‘ium.;| Tree”,

Al the top of The Row. turn right, this Was once
the West Part to Lauder burgh.

West Port

LAUDER Town Trail
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West Port ( 10)

The West Port wias renowned for Bailie Willinm
Lauder at the West Port who was slain by the
Earl of Homes men who had been pursning
him. He ook reluge in the Town Hall then the
tolbooth and they set fire toitin order to “hum”
himn out { LG06G),

In the centre of the road, yvou will notice Lauder
War Memonal.

War Memorial

War Memurial

Lanider war memnn ul stands at the crossroads

of West High Street ail TI'u: Loan. The
memorial is constructed upon i ramped brick
hase in the rmd:ih. nEIhE rosd and consists of a
granite shalt tqpptd by o lion rampant, The.
m-:n:lurlai was erceted in 1923

Mol ﬁll‘ from the Wnr Memorial on the.

Edillbl.ll‘gh Rna& is Waterloo Place.

One of the former residents of Waerloo Place
was a man wuned Thomaos Dickson, Thomas
was a veteran ol the Battle of Waterloo and
suggested the name for the area. He is buried
in Lauder Churchyard,

Turn now at the war memorial and look over
Lo your lefi to the row of houses known us The
Loan.

The Loan

The Lavany

The Loan was originally the ground [or
communal grazing and the route 10 Lauder

Commion.

The road was originally in front of the buildings
here and all the Tand 1o the right would have
been arass,

Talesof the herdsnien are still wld in the burgh,
the secount below tells of the evervday
movement of cattle for grazing

U ecerly merming, the cowherd starts from dhe
eaxt endd of Lander, Blowing o horm, and, o
the various lvres, the members of his herd troop
dhut, wneed e Bais in front of him some eichty
beaxts arthe west end of the own. These b
drives to the Compion, and tends thom thire
all the day. On the remrn, the cattle enter

LR T
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thraugh their own gare without any prampiing
Sfran the herdsmean.”

The building on the right hand side of the war
memorial {now o medical centre ) was formerly
known as ‘Loanside’, as it was the boilding “to
the side’ of the Loan,

Lauderdale Hotel

Luatedendale H'-'ﬂl?'!

Also m this area s the Lauderdale Hotel. This,

burilding was builtin ¢. 1900 as a Temperance.

Hotel, 1t 15 constructed from local stone from
Herintside quarry up Burnhill,

On leaving the War Memoriil, tum hack
tovwards the muin street and this ime walk along
the miain road in the direction of the Marke
Plige,

Directly on your eight at the junction of Crafts
Road und West High Street is a white house
(Mo T8West High Street), This property was
the Beadle's House [church uPﬁcerJ for the
United Preshyterian Church (see Kirk Wynd).

Cross over Crofts Roead and look over the High
Strect towards the Targe whinstone built
strueture with blue doors. This is the Masonic
Lsddge for Lauder.

Carry on down West High Strect and again look
over o vour left to Nos 47-31 West High Street.
Mote how they are set back from the roadside.
This area was once called Dawson's Brae afler
a local doctor ealled D Dawson who used w
live at the centre house, No -4,

To the right hand side of this property, down a
shorl line, 15 Mo 43 West High Street,

43 West High Street

Bo-+3 West Hligh Steeet 150 lne eximmple ol o
1o century single storey cottage ol whinslone
rihlile, formed by merging 1wo 3 bay cotlazes,
This-is acategory B listed buoilding with
ariginal antermid features.

This property. wis recently fedtured i the
Seottish Civic Trust *Buildings ar Risk” register
andd s shown on National TN in an attempt
1o find & restoring owner. The properly was
purchised in 1999 and wirk 15 underway o
make the property habitable once again,

On the right hand side of g street opposite
Mo 43 s No 48 Woest High Strect

J Hardie Electrician, 48 West High Street
(11}

48 Wesr High Strect

ER Town Trail




Go to Lauder Map

; I i
In the mid 19" century this property became
the: library where 476 volumes were in stock
and evening leciures were held,

Cross over West High Streer 1o Nos 31 and 33
on the left hand side. The MNational Trust (as
part of their Little Houses scheme) restored
these properties in 1979, Note the tiny close
hetween these buldings: This leads through
to another property behind the mam High
Street.

Stay on the left hand side of the road until you
reach Symington Place,

Symineton Place (12)

Svminpon Place

Symington Place features some | nteresting
architectural features such as the ‘cat-hole® at
the rear.of the houses separating them from the
properties in the High Street.

All the houses in Symington Place face cast

and there is no common giahle with the houses

in West High Street. At one time this was a
common building pateern in the burgh and there

“aresstill other examples tw be found. This

building-arrangement facilitated a passage in
front of the house to access the barn or byre m
the rear of the building plot. Building a house
in this manner meant that a space of

aipprosimately 12 inches had 1o be left between

the back of the property to allow for a drop
trom the eaves of the thatch (for water run off)
1o the back, but kept within the owners Hmits.
This space was often called a “em-hole™,

“Uat-holes™

“Cat Hula"

A tear-hole™ is a small aperture of some 9-172
inches wide, msufficient 1o allow a personto
pass: through, but convenient for the
accumulation of rubbish! A very small or
“mean’ gable might accupy the site of the “cat-

15 LAUDER Town Trail
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hale”, but the houses separated by the “cat-
holes™ in Lauder have a separate and
independent gable,

Cross back over the main rowd and c¢ontinue
travelling rowards the Market Place until you
reach Manse Roud. Before turning right apthis
road. note the buildings on the comer facing
YO

22-26 West High Street (13)

2226 Wesr-Hight Street

Nos 22-26 West High Street all have 19"
cemury frontages including one with an oricl
(projecting) window feature, These propertics
were sensitively repaired and revived by the
Scottish Historie Buoildings Trust in: 1989

Turn nghtand continue up Manse Road unul it

meets with Crofts Road. Crofis Road, as-was:

notes| sarlier, was once ouiside the burgh wail
and wis used asumaccess road when the burg
gites were locked, '

Turn left onto Crafts Roadand f'qllnw thisrond
until you reach @ large stone building with
unususl white oriel windows, This property is
now at private house but it was once the Relief
Church, formed in 1752,

This church joined with ether sceeeders {anti-
burghers ete) to form the United Preshyierian
Church (now demolished?,

Tuke care when walking along Crofis Road, as
there 14 no defined pedestrian space,

Lauder Primary School (14)

Further along Crofts Road is Lauder Primary
School. This was once two schools, the Free
Kirk School (1844} and the Parish Church
School {prior o 1657 ). These stood where the
twomodern additions now stand. The older
building in the middle way buill t join the two
schools after the 18372 Education Act, which
prommated free education for all,

Continue plong Crofis Road o the junction
where Crofts Rooad meets Mill Wynd,

Cross over Mill Wynd o Factors Park.

Factors Park

The land 10 your right where the new housing
is now situated was once a eessy field known
s the "Factors Park'. This land would have
been managed by the fuctor that lived in the
hiouse ab the tar end of the East Port,

Lord Landerdale’™s School (15}

Sediend

.EJ-'JH.’ Lauderidale s
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Continuing along Factors Park there'is an
interesting building on the left hund side with
diamond paned windows. This was Lord
Lauderdale's Industrial School. A report from
1835 tells of 140 children in a room
approximately 1lmx 5m [_Hﬁ';!i]{‘s'!j'},

Continue to follow this road to the junction with
East High Street.

Factors House (16)

Factors House

Note the building on vour left hand side at the
bottem of Factors Park. This was the house
and office of the estate Factor and it was from
here thi they would have managed Thirlestane
Estane.

From here. the trafl can be extended 1o take in
a vistt o Phirlestone Castler [f vou wish to
exrend. vour walk please refer to the notes on
Perges f8-749,

Maitfand Family Arms

Turn left and walk past the high wall of the
Factors Houge. Note the coat of arms above
the gate on your left. This 48 part of the
Maitland Family arms from Thifestane Caostle,

East Port (17)

The narrowest part of the A6S road from
Edinburgh to Mewcastle is at the former Hast
Port in Lauder. The house that stands on the
right hand side of the ropd (No 49) was rebinly
back from the original building line o help o
widen this part of the road 1o cnable the safe
passage of two vehicles,

Just before this house, turm ight 1o rejoin Castle
Wynd, Follow this road along 45 far as Kirk
Wynd on your lelt hand side,

Kirk Wynd (18)

Kirk Wynd once led 1o the O1d Kirk in the
grounds of Thiflestane Castle and the name has
remained ever since.

LAUDER Town Trail
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Mote the building on the corner of Kirk Wynd.
This building was formerly known asthe Free
Church {1842} and was dedicared by Br Wilson
(see The Row) whilst on furlough (holiday)
from Bombay. This church was then
amalgamated with the United Presbyierian
Church to form the United Free Church i 1910,
This church was built at the far end of the High
Street near the West Port bt has: subm.;]ua-n[lv
been demalished. This property in Kirk Wynd
wits gifted to the Parish Church in 1910 from
the Earl of Lavuderdale. This building is now
used for industrial purposes.

Note the interesting arch headed windows in
the side zable,

Continue to the wop of Kirk Wynd 1o meet Bast
High Street again. Diréetly opposite is Mid
Row, Cross the road and throngh' the gapein
the howses 1o return io the start point of the Trail,

Being a sho walk, not everything in Lander
can be covered but it is hoped that this Trail
has given you & flavour of the rich and
interesting history of this Border Burgh.

11 you have enjoyed this walk, why not try some
of the other walks siarting [ rom Latder Market
Place. Details of these can be obtained by
contacting Scottish Border Paths (1835-
£24632) orby picking up a leaflet in one of the
many Tourist Information Centres throughout
the Borders, )

Other Town Trail guides have been published
for the following areas: Duns, Eyemouth,
Galashiels, Hawick, .Tr:dhurgh Melrose, and
Peehles,

Possible extensions:

T rft';«.rrmﬂ G H‘\-fnr("

Itis possible to extend this walk with a visit 10
Thirlestane Castle. To do this turn right ot the
bottom of Factors Park when yvou meet the AGS:
Cross the road and continue along the road out
of rown until you reach Wyndhead Lodge on
your lefi. This lodge is distinetive by its large
red gate-piers: Turn left and follow the path 1o
Thirlestane Castle. Please note that there is a
charge forentry toithe Castle and grounds, The
current openings tmes {2001 ) are as follows:
April o October inclusive

Daily except Saturduys

1A 0am-+4: 1 3pm.

To rejoin the trail, follow this path back to the
main road and then to the East Port,

15" LAUDER Town Trail
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Thirlestane Castle

Just outside the burgh, on the banks of the River
Leader, is Thirlestane Castle, seat of the Earls
of Lauderdale. The Earls of Lauderdale are
Hereditary Sultire Banner Bearers of Seotland.

The central east-west turreted block of the cabtle
dates from 1390 and is built in the centre of &
large English amillery fortification. SrWilliam
Bruce, the Kings master muson, according o
the plans of Robert Mylne, transformed it for
the Duke of Lauderdale during 1670-7. Robert
Mylne alsio employed several foreign crafismen
ter carry out the decorative plastering inside the
Castle. Several of thise workers had previously
worked on Holyrood House in Edinburzh,

The intenor plasterwork is of high quality and
an the upper stories early 17" century plaster
can be found. The building was altered again
in 1840, particularlyat roof level, by William
Burn and David Bryce 1o give the castle its
distinctive fairytale sKyling,

There is o great debt owed (0 Sir Walter Scott
tor the preservation of many of the Border
Ballads and none more 5o than °* Auld Maithind.
[t ks said that Sir Walter rode and trmmped
through the Borders (o collect and write down
all the fragments of old stories that he could
find. “Auld Maitland” is interesting ag il
miludes Sir Walter's notes as editor of the piece
in 1802,

“Auld Maitland” s thought 10 have been Sir
Richard Maitland of Thirlestane wha is said 1o
have been inpossession of the estate in 1230,

Further 1o the east of Thirlestane is Lauder East
Muins Farm the childhood home of William
Brockie.

William Brockie was born of Lauder East Mains
on the 1" March 1811 and lived his whole life
in the Borders. He was a great scholar and
despite his initial emplovment in law and then
teiching, he was a well-respected editor of
several Border newspapers. most notably the
Border Advertiser,

Healsowrote several books about the Borders
and was well known for his great knowledge
of foreizn languages and his great enthusiasm
for botany in haer life.
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