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Main issues Report January 2019 

 

We have appointed Alistair Smith of AMS Associates Ltd. to promote a site for development 

on our land in Ednam.  

 

Details of the proposal are contained in the submission dated January 2019 from AMS 

Associates and we write in support of this submission as follows.  

 

Following a review of the MIR we write to support the inclusion of AEDNA011 as an option 

for housing in the Scottish Borders Local Development Plan 2 Main Issues Report (MIR). 

The area detailed in the MIR shows good connection in terms of placemaking between Ednam 

and existing housing at Cliftonhill and the site is well located to provide a successful and 

sustainable area of growth for Ednam. The predicted 31% rise in the population over 75 will 

bring a requirement and demand for houses that are suitable for this age group. They will need 

to be sustainable and efficient in terms of energy and space and be in communities that have 

access to the services and activities required to keep the population fit and active. Ednam is 

such a village. To ensure that there is a good mix of demographics there will be a need for 

housing that is suitable for starter homes, family homes and general market homes.  

Having farmed on the edge of the village for more than 35 years it is important to us to ensure 

that the village develops in a manner that will sustain and strengthen the community for the 

future. 

There have been two new houses recently built at Cliftonhill  

we have also expressions of interest from other 

young families wishing to live in the village which proves the need for and desirability of new 

housing in Ednam.  

This being the case the scheme that  will provide a range of affordable 

housing, starter homes as well as mixed market houses. To complement this,  to 

make land available for organic allotments and an organic orchard. This we feel will help 

encourage sustainable living and re-establish a link between village living and local food 

production.  

 

Ednam has an active Church congregation, together with the village hall being home to various 

groups and classes comprising all ages and activities. 

There is capacity for more pupils in the primary school and nursery, and the site is next to the 

bus stop with a regular bus service connecting the village to the town of Kelso and beyond. 

 



A modest increase in the population of the village that would be brought about by this 

development is important to revitalise and sustain the village bringing families back to Ednam 

to ensure that the services we have are maintained and enhanced by increasing demand. 

 

Although the effect of Brexit is still unknown, I fear that rural areas may be badly affected and 

it is encouraging that the Council is looking at ways to mitigate negative outcomes that would 

create further depopulation of The Borders. 

 

Encouraging development in smaller villages and settlements is a way that would help to 

provide homes for younger people and an aging but active older generation.  

 

By prioritising smaller sites local builders would benefit rather than the national house builders 

that are required for large housing sites in the larger towns. 

 

We hope that you will appreciate the originality of this proposal that aims to provide a range 

of housing and facilities in a sustainable community that will be easily integrated into a 

traditional Borders village. 

 

On receipt of this submission please do not hesitate to contact us if you require any further 

information. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 




































































