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foreWord
road safety is an issue which practically everyone 
is affected by. Whether it is making a subconscious 
decision to cross the road at a particular point, choosing 
an appropriate speed to drive, deciding at what age a 
child can make the school trip unaccompanied. these 
are choices which are, to varying extents, influenced 
directly by real or perceived safety on the road network.

sadly, very few of us can claim to know of a family unaffected by the results of a road traffic 
accident. the suffering caused by traffic accidents means that road safety, rightly remains 
amongst the highest priority in terms of targeted resources. in common with all local authorities, 
scottish borders council, at all levels, recognise that every death or injury resulting from an 
accident on our roads is potentially one too many. this social responsibility is underpinned by 
the road traffic act 1988 which places a statutory duty on local authorities to take measures as 
deemed appropriate to prevent accidents.

the council’s view is that all accidents are avoidable and the existence of an inevitability of 
occurrence does not hold. there is recognition amongst officials and road safety professionals 
within the council and their partner organisations that the underlying reasons for accidents 
occurring are wide and varied and correspondingly a multi-faceted approach is required.

i have the privilege of chairing the scottish borders road safety Working Group which is made 
up of the various organisations who have a stake in casualty reduction in the borders and am 
heartened to witness the cooperation and commitment of the different bodies striving to make the 
borders road network safer for residents, visitors and for those passing through.

the council’s commitment to road safety is demonstrated by its featuring directly in several of 
the council priorities. these have been developed to identify what the council will do to deliver 
the strategic outcome agreement between scottish Government and the council to improve the 
quality of life and opportunities in life for the people of scotland.

the targets set out in the plan are demanding and they cannot be achieved by the council and its 
partners alone. making our roads safer is everybody’s business and as such this plan requires buy-
in from all including community groups, businesses and individuals.
it gives me great pleasure to introduce this document which sets out our ongoing efforts, our 
achievements and our goals for the future.

councillor Jim fullarton
executive member for roads and infrastructure

scottish borders council

road safety plan 2010 – 2020
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1.1  backGround
 on a global scale around 1.2 million people are killed and over 50 million are injured each 

year on our roads. While the uk and scotland compares favourably with other developed 
nations in terms of overall casualties resulting from road traffic accidents historically we 
perform less well in terms of pedestrian casualties.

 in the scottish borders there were 104 people killed or seriously injured and 401 people 
suffered slight injuries as a result of road traffic accidents in 2009.  beyond the pain, 
grief and suffering associated with road accidents there is a wide reaching cost to society, 
from cost to the nhs in treating casualties to the value of lost output.

1.2  the plan
 this is the 10th road safety plan produced by scottish borders council. its predecessor 

was published in 2002 since which time there have been significant changes in national 
legislation and local policies affecting road safety. 

 these include: 

•	 New	Home	Zone	(Scotland)	Regulations	setting	out	statutory	procedures	for	
introducing home zones;

•	 Recommendations	issued	for	local	authorities	to	create	a	School	Travel	Coordinator	
post;

•	 Guidance	issued	on	Setting	of	Local	Speed	Limits	with	an	instruction	from	central	
government to undertake a speed limit review on all a and b class roads by 2011; 

•	 Publication	of	the	Child	Road	Safety	Strategy	for	the	UK	including	measures	by	the	
scottish Government to reduce child road casualties; and

•	 Scotland’s	Road	Safety	Framework	published	with	revised	casualty	reduction	figures.

 the plan draws on published accident and casualty data and details of individual 
accidents provided by the police and presents progress towards adopted casualty 
reduction targets.  it sets out the various standard and innovative methods employed by 
scottish borders council in its efforts to reduce casualties resulting from road traffic 
accidents.

1. introduction
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1.3 invitation to comment
 members of the public or organisations who wish to comment on the plan or suggest ideas 

for subsequent versions of the plan should write to:  

➤ scottish borders council
 environment & infrastructure
 road safety section
 council headquarters
 newtown st boswells
 melrose
 td6 0sa
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2.1  scottish borders road safety WorkinG Group
 the plan brings together the ongoing work being carried out by the scottish borders 

road safety Working Group, formed in 2006, which replaced the former road accident 
management Group. the current group and its predecessor were formed in recognition of 
the requirement for a multi-agency approach to road safety to meet, or exceed, casualty 
reduction targets. 

 the group, chaired by the executive member for roads and infrastructure, meets once 
a month to discuss emerging accident data, ongoing and proposed initiatives, budgetary 
issues and any issues which may have an influence on road safety. the core members of 
the group include representatives from the following organisations.

 
•	 Scottish	Borders	Council;
•	 Transport	Scotland	(Scottish	Government	Transport	Agency);
•	 BEAR	Scotland	(Trunk	Road	managing	agents	for	the	South	East	Unit);
•	 Lothian	and	Borders	Police;
•	 Lothian	and	Borders	Safety	Camera	Partnership;	and
•	 Lothian	and	Borders	Fire	and	Rescue	Service.

 the group maintains an action plan which is a rolling document of actions with outcomes, 
responsibilities and timescales. the action plan in its most recent form is presented later 
in this document.

 the partners urge the whole community to support the initiatives and request that 
everyone accepts a level of responsibility for themselves and others. this is purely a case 
of taking care and being considerate to other road users when on the road network.

2. backGround
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2.2 trunk roads
 since 1996 scottish borders council has had no control or jurisdiction on the trunk roads 

within the geographic boundary of the council area. these are roads that are considered 
by the scottish Government to be strategic to the national economy and, as such, are the 
responsibility of transport scotland, the national transport agency for scotland which has 
executive powers granted by the ministers of scottish Government. 

 Within the scottish borders there are five trunk roads which run through the council area. 
these are:

•	 A1	–	Edinburgh	–	Berwick-upon-Tweed.	This	route	running	from	Cockburnspath	at	the	
boundary with east lothian to lamberton at the scottish border is a key link between 
edinburgh and the north of england;

•	 A6091	–	Galashiels	–	Newtown	St	Boswells. this relatively short section of trunk road 
provides a link between the a7 and the a68 trunk roads;

•	 a68 – edinburgh – Jedburgh – carter bar. this route provides a link between soutra at 
the boundary with midlothian to the border with england at the carter bar;

•	 a7 – edinburgh – carlisle. the section of road between the kingsknowes roundabout   
Galashiels to the boundary with dumfries and Galloway is trunk road. the section of the 
a7 from Galashiels to edinburgh is not a trunk road;

•	 a702 – edinburgh – biggar. this route is a short section of trunk road between carlops 
and dolphinton to the west of the region and forms part of overall link from edinburgh to 
the motorway network (a74(m)) Junction 13 at abington.

 scottish borders council works, in partnership, with transport scotland, and its agents 
bear scotland, as required, for instance in areas where both local roads and trunk roads are 
implicated.  

2.3  tarGets
 for many years now successive Governments and administrations have imposed or have 

supported accident or casualty reduction targets on roads authorities. 

 in march 2000 the uk Government, scottish executive and the national assembly for Wales 
announced a national road safety strategy. the strategy set out how local authorities should 
plan to reduce the number and severity of road traffic casualties in their area by examining 
where accidents and accident casualties are concentrated.

 the strategy announced three casualty reduction targets for 2010 as follows:

•	 target 1 - a 40% reduction in the number of people killed or seriously injured in road 
accidents; 

•	 target 2 - a 50% reduction in the number of children killed or seriously injured; and 
•	 target 3 - a 10% reduction in the slight casualty rate, expressed as the number of people 

slightly injured per 100 million vehicle kilometres.

 in June 2009, the scottish Government published scotland’s road safety framework to 2020. 
in this, a set of new targets, specific to scotland, were set out. unlike previous targets, these 
include an interim 2015 milestone target and, as such these will form the focus of the plan. 



introduction | Background | road safety record | Where and hoW accidents are occurrinG
education, traininG and publicity (etp) | enGineerinG | enforcement | action plan | budGet

road safety plan 2011 | environment & infrastructure | 11

 these are presented in table 2.1 below.

 taBle 2.1 – ScottISh accIdent reductIon targetS From 2010 
BaSed on 2004-2008 annual average

target 2015 milestone target   
reduction

2020 target reduction

people killed 30% 40%

people seriously injured 43% 55%

children (aged <16) killed 35% 50%

children (aged <16) seriously injured 50% 65%

 in addition to these, the previous target of reducing the rate of slight injury accident rate will 
be continued beyond 2010 to 2020. 

 scottish borders council and its partners are committed to maximising the borders’ 
contribution to achieving the national targets.

 continued progress in reducing the numbers killed or injured will depend on the combined 
effects of education, enforcement and engineering and will build on progress over the past 
decade which has been enhanced by the co-ordinated efforts of the road safety departments 
and agencies.

 progress achieved in relation to the milestones and targets, and the reductions we are 
working towards, are shown graphically in the following section.

scottish borders 
council priorities
2009/10 TO 2011/12
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2.4  means to achieve tarGets
 the three traditional approaches to reducing road accidents and casualties are commonly  

referred to as the three es. these are:

•	 engineering - factors on the road network which have a physical effect on driver 
behaviour include forward and side road visibility, safety fencing, gradients and 
appropriate speed limits. infrastructure is designed and maintained and, as appropriate, 
modified, to ensure that they are in keeping with up to date standards and are as safe as 
possible for road users. 

•	 education - all road users must be aware of the safe and proper way to use roads. this 
process starts in the home with parents educating their children and continues through 
primary and secondary school. national and local campaigning can also specifically 
target user groups to impart road safety advice. as with all facets of education, it does 
not stop when the person leaves school. road safety education is a life-long process with 
young adults and older drivers amongst those users who are recognised as being high 
risk. 

•	 enforcement - laws involving roads and traffic have developed to ensure safe operation 
of the road network. enforcement of these laws is the responsibility of a number of 
bodies, most visibly, the police. other bodies with responsibilities in upholding these 
laws are the safety camera partnerships and organisations empowered with parking 
enforcement powers.  the courts are empowered to penalise road users with fines, 
disqualification from driving, and/or endorsement of licenses and ultimately prison. 

 recent years have seen the introduction (or the recognition) of a further two es used in 
casualty reduction. indeed, these are discussed in the new national road safety strategy 
and are:

•	 encouragement - this e is closely related to education but rather than striving to 
improve the road safety skill of the target user. it works with users, and user groups, 
encouraging them to change their behaviour using inherent or previously learnt skills.  

 
•	 evaluation - this is a process of good practice which measures effectiveness of road 

safety interventions or initiatives
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3.1  broad picture
 in the scottish borders in 2009 there were 364 reported accidents which resulted in 505 

casualties of which, 13 people died and a further 91 sustained serious injury.

 it is clear that every death and serious injury sustained on our roads is one too many. the 
devastation these bring families, friends and communities cannot be overstated.

 the figure below shows the trend of casualties resulting from road traffic accidents in the 
scottish borders council area in the last 15 years.

 
 road accIdent caSulatIeS In ScottISh BorderS By year

3. road safety record

 the results show that the general trend of casualties is reducing it is more difficult to see 
any long term patterns or trends becoming apparent for the numbers of casualties who 
are killed or seriously injured.
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 When considering long term trends, it is essential that it is considered in context. in addition 
to the universal increase in car ownership and car use in recent decades, there have been a 
number of policy conditions which may have affected the number and severity of casualties on 
our road. 

 these include:

•	 Driving	test	theory	introduced	for	car	and	motorcycle	learners;
•	 Requirement	for	coaches	and	minibuses	to	be	fitted	with	seatbelts	when	carrying	

children on organised trips;
•	 Local	Authorities	given	power	to	introduce	20mph	zones	and	speed	limits;	and
•	 Scottish	Local	Authorities	allocated	nearly	£15m	for	Cycling	Walking	and	Safer	Streets	

schemes, including safer routes to school over a five year period.

3.2  proGress

3.2.1   2010 tarGets
 the graphs shown below illustrate scottish borders’ progress towards achieving the targets 

discussed in the previous section. 
 
 We have achieved improvements in all categories of casualty groups and are on target to 

comfortably exceed target 3. 

 this is against a backdrop of national success in achieving targets with all three being 
comfortably exceeded by 2007.

 target 1: a 40% reductIon In the numBer oF PeoPle kIlled or 
SerIouSly Injured By 2010

Actual numbers killed or seriously injured
Average 1994 - 1998
Target  line
5 year average
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 target 2: a 50% reductIon In the numBer oF chIldren kIlled or 
SerIouSly Injured By 2010 

 target 3: a 10% reductIon In the SlIght caSualty rate By 2010 

Actual numbers killed or seriously injured
Average 1994 - 1998
Target  line
5 year average
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 a key point of note, when considering the recent trend, is that by the base year (1994 - 1998), 
the council had already experienced a good reduction; much in excess of the scottish average 
or similar rural roads authorities. therefore, the base year was low introducing a much more 
difficult challenge to achieve progress towards nationally set targets.

 this is symptomatic of the nature of rural areas such as the borders with long stretches of 
high speed rural road and narrow lanes presenting road safety engineers difficult challenges 
as there are fewer occurrences of concentrations of accidents.

 nevertheless, there remains a firm commitment by all involved to adopt a wide range of 
approaches, both innovative and conventional, to address the unenviable road safety situation 
in the borders. 
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3.3  lookinG forWard

3.3.1  2020 tarGets
 
 the council and its partners now welcome the introduction of the new targets stated in the 

previous section. these are ambitious targets which present a huge challenge to all involved 
in road safety.  their achievement requires support, not only from road safety professionals 
but, from the community as a whole. 

 the ongoing commitment is underpinned in the following scottish borders council priorities: 

•	 cp31 - continue to improve safe travel to and from school;
•	 cp32 - provide more road safety measures; and
•	 cp33 - improve safety measures on main routes in the borders.

 application of these targets to the numbers of casualties occurring in accidents on scottish 
borders council roads indicates the following annual reductions in absolute terms

•	 people killed    4 fewer by 2015 and 5 fewer by 2020
•	 people seriously injured   41 fewer by 2015 and 52 fewer by 2020
•	 children < 16 killed   0.14 fewer by 2015 and 0.2 fewer by 2020
•	 children < 16 seriously injured  4 fewer by 2015 and 5 fewer by 2020
•	 slight injury accident rate   4 fewer per bn veh km by 2020

 it should be noted that, in considering percentage reduction of very low base figures such 
as the number of children killed, there is a requirement to discuss fractions of a casualty. 
achieving such reduction is possible as base figures and target figures are calculated using 
the average number of accidents over a five year period to take account of the random 
element and year on year variations. in absolute terms 0.2 of a casualty equates to one 
casualty in five years.

3.3.2  commitments
 in 2008 scottish borders council published its local transport strategy which, in its vision 

statement, acknowledges safer connections as a key element of the overall strategy. indeed 
its number one objective reads

 “to ensure a safer and more sustainable environment”

 this is supported by an action plan which has been developed to support the reduction of 
casualties. this action plan comprises the following adopted council policies.

 
 casualty reduction policy stm1 - scottish borders council will contribute to achieving 

Government targets for casualty reduction by reaching annual casualty reduction targets and 
analysing year-on-year trends.

 Investigation and review policy stm2 - scottish borders council will investigate the cause 
of collisions on borders roads by reviewing road collision data on a monthly basis. emerging 
problems, patterns and trends will help to identify suitable interventions.
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 road Safety checks policy stm3 - the council will develop a methodology to ensure that all 
a (non-trunk) & b class roads are checked formally for road safety issues such as signage, 
road markings and vegetation. identified issues will be analysed and solutions prioritised.

 new road construction policy stm4 - the council’s technical services department will 
continue to comment and advise on the design and engineering of all new planned roads in 
relation to driver and pedestrian safety.

 enforcement policy stm5 - scottish borders council will work closely with and support the 
police and other relevant bodies in the pursuit of better enforcement of road safety measures.

 education policy stm6 - scottish borders council will work closely with and support the 
police, fire and rescue services and other relevant bodies to increase awareness of road 
safety issues
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4.1  location of accidents
 in this section we discuss and illustrate the locations and recorded circumstances of 

accidents occurring over the three year period 1/06 to 12/08. 

FIgure 4.1 – Plot oF all rePorted road traFFIc accIdentS For the 
three year PerIod 1/2006 to 12/2008

4. Where and hoW 
accidents are occurrinG
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 it is easy to identify settlements and key routes on the network based on occurrences of 
accidents with a map of this scale. What the plan does not show is causations or contributory 
factors. along with location data, these are of interest to road safety professionals to consider 
trends and patterns which should be targeted by any of the existing or emerging road safety 
methods.

 4.2  causations and contributory factors
 the remainder of this section will set out the same three year reported accident or casualty 

record broken down by the inherent characteristics present at the time of accidents. this 
presents an overall view of the accidents occurring in the borders.

 although, as previously stated, the council has no control or jurisdiction on the various trunk 
roads within the council boundary; accidents occurring on these roads are included in the 
council’s accident record.  the council still maintain an interest in the performance of these 
roads and work closely with transport scotland and its managing agents responsible for their 
operation. 

 the following series of graphs and explanatory text relates to all road traffic accidents in the 
borders including those occurring on trunk roads.

4.2.1 road class

 accIdentS By road claSS 2006-2008

 considering absolute numbers of accidents occurring on the various classes of road, clearly, 
most are on the local a-class roads. this is expected as these carry most of the traffic on the 
local roads. the trunk road network, although carrying high flows physically makes up only 
around 5% in length of the entire road network.
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4.2.2  distance betWeen accident location and driver’s 
home address

 drIver’S/ rIder’S home addreSS aS a dIStance From locatIon oF 
accIdent 2006 -2008

 this graph illustrates that the majority or drivers or motorcycle (power two-wheeler (p2W)) 
riders involved in accidents in the scottish borders have their home address within 20 miles 
from the location of the accident in comparison with those 20-50 miles or more than 50miles 
from the accident site.

 one point of note is that there is a higher proportion of riders from over 50 miles from their 
home to that of drivers. it is likely that this is a consequence of riders being attracted to the 
borders from further afield and perhaps lacking knowledge of the network.
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4.2.3 urban / rural split

 accIdentS - urBan/ rural SPlIt (2006 - 2008)

 the above graph shows that, by far, the most accidents within scottish borders occur on 
rural roads which are defined as those outside a 40mph speed limit or less. this reflects the 
fact that these carry higher levels of traffic than other classes of road and that the speeds of 
traffic carried is also generally higher.

4.2.4 driver and rider aGe Groups

 drIverS’/ rIderS’ ageS Per head oF PoPulatIon (000s) 2006 - 2008 

 the preceding graph illustrates the spread of age groups of drivers/ riders involved in 
accidents in the scottish borders. it considers number of accidents by head of population 
and reveals an interesting pattern in an almost linear relationship between age of driver and 
accidents. this reflects a combination of drivers becoming more experienced and skilled in 
driving and the propensity for people to stop driving, or drive less, in later life. the pattern is 
in keeping with the national picture.
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4.2.5 month, day and hour

 accIdentS and caSulatIeS By month 2006-2008

 accIdentS and caSulatIeS By day 2006-2008
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 accIdentS and caSulatIeS By hour oF day 2006-2008

 the profiles demonstrated in these three graphs illustrate when accidents are occurring on 
the borders roads. the overall patterns are reflective of the national picture. 

4.3  discussion

 this section has presented a selection of key parameters involved in personal injury accidents 
occurring in the scottish borders council area in the years 2006 to 2008. 

 analysis of this data allows the council and its partners to make informed decisions on where 
to target and prioritise resources towards areas where road safety risk is most acute. the 
following sections discuss the various conventional and innovative means in which this is 
undertaken. 
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this section details several of the key initiatives being taken forward by the council and its 
partners with a view to changing road user behaviour and attitudes. Given that human error is a 
factor in the vast majority of accidents occurring, this element of road safety intervention could be 
viewed as treating the problem at source.
 
While this brings together many of the formal initiatives being taken forward by scottish borders 
council and its partners it should be borne in mind that aspects of education and training are 
being progressed at a grass roots informal level by parents teaching children to stop look and 
listen at the kerbside, bike shops and cycling bodies encouraging the use of cycle helmets, etc.
 
a further point of note is that, although the elements discussed in this section is fairly exhaustive, 
road safety professionals will continue to explore emerging examples of best practice with a view 
to its introduction to scottish borders communities.

5.1  schools 
 
 scottish health statistics show that road traffic accidents cause the majority of accidental 

deaths for children and young adults in the 0-19 age group. a few headline statistics are:

•	 Child	pedestrians	in	the	lowest	socio-economic	group	are	over	four	times	more	likely	
to be killed than those in the highest socio-economic group;

•	 Casualty	rates	for	child	pedestrians	increase	with	age.	12-15	year	olds	are	the	most	
vulnerable;

•	 Male	pedestrians	are	more	at	risk	than	females.	In	the	5-11	age	group,	twice	as	
many boys are likely to be killed or seriously injured compared to girls;

•	 Boys	are	still	more	at	risk	in	the	12-15	age	group,	although	the	gap	between	sexes	is	
less marked; and

•	 The	peak	times	for	child	casualties	are	weekdays,	from	3:00pm	to	5.00pm	coinciding	
with the end of the school day. friday is the peak day for child casualties.

 these national statistics are largely reflected in the situation in scottish borders council 
area.

5. education, traininG and 
publicity (etp)
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5.1.1  road safety education Within the curriculum for 
excellence

 learning and teaching scotland (lts) is a Government body whose remit included significant 
involvement in curriculum for excellence which aims to achieve a transformation in education 
in scotland by providing a coherent, more flexible and enriched curriculum from 3 to 18.

 Within the curriculum, road safety education is most appropriately located within the 
framework provided under the banner of physical Wellbeing. there is also considerable scope 
for the development of cross-curricular linkages between other subjects and road safety 
education. these enable key road safety skills and knowledge to be reinforced. 

 road safety scotland is the central body that develops and co-ordinates national road safety 
education and publicity initiatives with an overall stated aim to raise and maintain public 
awareness of road safety issues.

 to support its aim, road safety scotland produces a range of educational resources aimed 
at developing these linkages.  scottish borders council schools incorporate many of these 
within their lesson plans. 

5.1.2  pre-school / nursery
•	 Go	Safe!	–	Ziggy’s	Road	Safety	Mission

5.1.3  primary school 
•	 streetsense
•	 streetsense2
•	 Junior road safety officer (Jrso) scheme
•	 the scottish cycle training scheme (goverened by cycling scotland)
•	 ready steady bike (developed by cycling scotland

5.1.4  secondary schools
•	 your call 
•	 crash magnets 
•	 Getinlane.com 
•	 theatre in education

 theatre is an effective means of conveying information and exploring concepts with road 
users of all ages. road safety scotland commissions a theatre group to develop and 
deliver theatre tours for schools throughout scotland. scottish borders safer communities 
partnership working with the schools is active in securing productions in schools.

 the following productions have been and will continue to be used in scottish borders schools:

• the journey is forum theatre, aimed at p6 pupils. there is audience participation 
throughout the play, where the pupils are invited to make certain decisions and be 
involved in role-play. key road safety messages in the play are: walking and cycling 
safely to school; transition from primary to secondary school and peer pressure when 
crossing the road.
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•	 the nine lives of roddy hogg targets first year secondary pupils who, in the transition 
stage from primary, are at an increased risk of involvement in a road accident.

•	 Friends disunited is a play for senior secondary pupils dealing with the fun and 
responsibilities involved in becoming a driver and getting your first car.

5.1.5  additional education support

 a2bsafely is an interactive, multi-media road safety education resource for young people with 
mild to moderate additional learning needs. 

5.1.6  bespoke (local) initiatives
 in addition to those initiatives and methods developed by road safety scotland, scottish 

borders council in partnership with other local agencies has developed a number of schools 
based road safety education initiatives tailored to the local needs.

•	 crucial crew is an experimental learning event for all p7 pupils in the borders. it is a 
programme which places pupils in simulated scenarios depicting dangerous situations 
they may find themselves or others in. through this, they gain hands-on experience of 
how to act in an emergency without endangering themselves. the road safety message 
plays a major part to this initiative 

•	 driving into the Future is a multi agency partnership to bring home the safe driving 
message to the young drivers of tomorrow.  aimed at 6th year students, this event 
offers every student a range of expertise and advice to help them become future safer 
drivers. driving into the future brings together the expertise from lothian & borders 
police, lothian & borders fire and rescue service, scottish ambulance service, 
the driving standards agency (dsa), alcohol and drugs partnership (adp) and the 
lothian & borders safety camera partnership.  experts are on hand to provide advice 
and information ranging from learning to drive, the benefits of the pass plus scheme, 
speeding, the dangers of alcohol and drugs and driving, and the consequences of a road 
crash. the event is linked to the annual tour of a live theatre performance of ‘friends 
disunited. 

•	 each year the scottish borders safer communities partnership organises ‘safe t’ 
events for secondary school students which includes a road safety element. 

 - ‘Safe t in the Park’ (5th year students)
 - ‘Safe t going 4th’ (4th year school leavers).

•	 traffic trails is a pedestrian training initiative developed by lothian and borders 
police aimed at primary 2 and 3 pupils, who are just beginning to develop a degree of 
independence as pedestrians. it can also be developed for different age groups, from 
nursery children where regular walks can be formalised into established traffic trails, 
to primary 7 pupils as part of the transition process to secondary school.

•	 Steps to Safety is a school management resource, currently being revamped by lothian 
and borders police that brings together all aspects of road safety from practical training 
schemes, road safety in the curriculum, parental involvement, pupil power, safer routes 
and travel plans. its aim is to encourage long-term sustainable road safety in schools. 
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5.1.7  school travel
 as a commitment to the nationally adopted safer routes to school initiative the council has a 

dedicated team whose aim is to help schools reduce unnecessary car trips to school making it 
safer and more desirable to walk, cycle and use passenger transport on the journey to and from 
school. 

 to achieve this aim most schools have, in partnership with the council, developed a school 
travel plan (stp). the stp outlines travel issues the school has and how these are to be 
addressed both at present and in the future. in order to write a stp research needs to be done 
on the present situation and then a list of suggested ways to improve that situation needs to be 
established. all school stakeholders are given the opportunity to contribute to the research.

 stps are not only about transport, they are also about improving health, broadening education, 
improving the environment and contributing to the community. improvements may therefore 
cover a range of areas including physical changes to the area around the school and further 
afield, curriculum work, promotional events, training etc.  

 When working through a stp and looking at safer routes to school it is very important to 
remember engineering measures, if required, are there to complement enforcement and 
educational initiatives.

 evaluation is an important element of stps. once stps have been in place for a number of 
years the stp team revisit the schools to determine if the measures introduced have proved a 
success and to establish if any other issues have emerged.

5.1.8  school crossinG patrol
 legislation exists which allows councils to operate school crossing patrols (scps) to help 

children cross the road on their way to or from school. the law allows for scps to stop traffic to 
help anyone (child or adult) to cross the road.

 the locations of crossing patrols in the borders are established using criteria based on the 
number of children walking to and from school and the traffic flow at the site in question.  the 
decision is also informed by representations made by the school, its board, parent councils 
and the scottish borders safer communities team.

 crossing patrols, or “lollypop men/ women”, are provided at key crossing locations at over 20 
primary schools throughout the borders. all operate at school starting and finishing times with 
many also operating at lunch times. 

5.2  younG drivers

 young drIverS’ roadShowS

 in 2007 and 2009 the council, in partnership with lothian and borders police, organised and 
facilitated a series of young drivers’ roadshows.

 these have been designed to give young drivers and people interested in cars the chance to go 
along to a fun night to hear how various agencies, such as the council, safer communities, and 
the folice and fire services are working to make the roads safer. aside from the fun element 
the events are underpinned by the theme of safe and responsible road user behaviour.
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 as in other areas many young people in the borders are enthusiastic about their vehicles 
and invest considerable time and money in customising them, both performance wise and 
cosmetically. as such the owners have been all too keen to attend these events several of 
which attracted upwards of 100 visitors showcasing their cars.

 all the agencies were there to answer questions and the border ecosse car club and institute 
of advanced motorists were in attendance to provide information on how to get involved with 
motorsport and how to get more from driving.

 

 on the road

 this is an adult literacy resource produced by road safety scotland, specifically targeted at 
young drivers. the pack aims to:                                                                                      

•	 give young drivers information about speeding, seatbelts, alcohol/drugs and driving and 
mobile phones;

•	 provide effective literacy resources for engaging 16 – 25 year olds in the development 
and use of a range of skills, knowledge and understanding that will be of value in 
everyday life; and

•	 offer an opportunity for learners to achieve sQa core skill/key skills qualifications.

5.3  motorcyclists

 around the corner

 the scottish borders is home to some of the best roads for riding on in the whole of the uk. 
the wide sweeping bends make the region an ideal place for a great ride-out attracting riders 
from throughout the uk and beyond.

 in 2007 lothian and borders police, in partnership with the council and others, launched a 
motorcycle safety campaign branded “around the corner”.

 
 it was developed in recognition of the overrepresentation of motorcyclists being killed or 

seriously injured on the roads within scottish borders.  it aims to support riders of all abilities 
and experience and to provide them with advice on enjoyable routes in the borders with an 
overarching theme of safe and responsible riding.
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 the campaign involves a number of elements including:

•	 a dedicated website offering details of recommended routes, diary of events, general 
biking information and user forum;

•	 advanced police bikers on the roads offering free advice and promotional materials to 
riders; 

•	 provision of a number of specially authorised signs informing riders of an approaching 
bend; 

•	 provision of small route markers on existing signs on recommended routes; and
•	 promotion of bikesafe; a uk wide initiative run by police forces who work with the biking 

community to help to improve rider skills.

 this innovative intervention has been enthusiastically received by the motorcycling community 
and has been awarded a force excellence award for public reassurance and community 
safety. 

 the campaign template has been adopted by the association of chief police officers in 
scotland and a national website is currently being developed.

 around the corner is promoted at the following motorcycling events in the borders which 
annually attract large numbers of bikers to the area.

•	 bmf bikefest kelso; and
•	 steve ‘hizzy’ hislop memorial run

5.4  drivers
 the rural nature of the scottish borders road network brings with it specific road problems. 

reducing risk and accidents on rural roads is one of the key priorities of scotland road safety 
framework. the high number of fatalities and serious injuries which occur on rural roads 

 rural roads have many hazards:

•	 some drivers do not realise that the speed limit is often not the most appropriate speed 
for the road conditions; 

•	 Wet surfaces, mud and leaves can contribute to skidding; 
•	 blind summits, tight bends and dips on the road; 
•	 dazzle and distraction caused by oncoming vehicle headlamps; 
•	 slower road users - agricultural vehicles, pedestrians, cyclists, etc; 
•	 concealed side junctions, exits from fields, etc; 
•	 livestock or other animals on the road; and 
•	 sun dazzle, particularly on east-west roads.

 the council is active in its support to national campaigns in promotion of safer driving. these 
are generally promoted by acpos and recent campaigns include:

•	 speeding;
•	 seat belts;
•	 drink driving;
•	 mobile phone usage; and
•	 occupational road safety.
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the role of road safety engineers and technicians in casualty reduction is to provide a safe 
physical environment for all road users including car drivers (and passengers), cyclists, public 
transport users and pedestrians including those with disabilities. 

key to the role of the road safety engineer is to know where accidents occur, what happened and 
why. beyond this, the engineer must know how to reduce the risk of the continuation of accidents 
by making changes to the road layout, road surface, signing/ lining and lighting or a combination of 
factors.

this section outlines several of the key measures routinely used by scottish borders council.

similar to the approach taken in etp, outlined in the previous section, the council and its partners 
will continue to recognise and explore national and international examples of achievements and 
innovations which improve road safety and can be used in or adopted to the local situation. 

6.1  accident investiGation and prevention (aip)
 the traditional engineering means to bring about casualty reduction is to identify 

black spots, or cluster sites, and to establish if there are any patterns or trends in the 
circumstances leading up to the accidents. a local safety scheme would be designed to 
address any issues emerging from the accident investigation.

 the council’s aip team within the road user Group is responsible for introducing low 
cost safety schemes involving engineering measures on non-trunk public roads. the 
team’s ‘moving cursor’ programme identifies crash cluster sites which meet or exceed 
the threshold criteria of three injury crashes within three years over a set distance which 
is loosely based on 200 metres. once the sites are identified the team will investigate 
and draw out any common trends or patterns from the crash types at each site. Where 
appropriate, further investigations are carried out and proposals for remedial measures 
are prepared for the aip team’s consideration.

 once appropriate engineering methods have been identified, and if their cost is 
substantial, sites are prioritised using an economic assessment method known as first 
year rate of return (fyrr) which is a simple, industry standard method of calculating 
whether a scheme can be justified, and of comparing schemes on their relative value.

6. enGineerinG
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 the site shown in the photograph was identified as an aip site. the council provided an 
enhanced warning sign on approach to the junction as well as a similar speed activated device 
which is displayed when a driver is approaching at a speed over a set threshold.

 progressively, the number of cluster sites with treatable accident patterns is reducing. other 
intervention tools in the engineer’s armoury are link based, or area based, where we will 
consider routes or sections of routes which are over represented in terms of accident record 
in relation to the traffic carried.

 it is anticipated that in future years more emphasis will be placed on targeting specific user 
groups in engineering terms. similar to education based initiatives which target, for instance, 
young drivers, accident data will be examined to identify any other user groups which are 
overrepresented in the overall statistics or represent a higher rate than other similar areas.

6.2  development control
 legislation dictates that any new road or an extension of an existing road must before 

commencing construction obtain the consent of the local roads authority.

 any proposals are subject to rigorous scrutiny by a dedicated team within the council who 
check compliance with a number of criteria set out in their own development guidelines 
and/ or nationally adopted standards. road safety is afforded high priority in the process 
where a trained officer considers the proposal for drainage, lighting, visibility and 
operational characteristics of all development proposals incorporating new or modifies road 
infrastructure. 

 any new road based infrastructure provided by the council is designed and constructed with 
user safety at the forefront 

6.3  road safety audit
 road safety audit is a procedure, which scottish borders council undertakes as part of the 

design process. the main objective of a road safety audit is to ensure that all road schemes 
should operate as safely as possible after opening to traffic. subsidiary objectives are:

(i)  to minimise the risk of accidents on the adjacent network;
(ii)  to enhance the importance of safety in road design; and
(iii)  to reduce the whole-life costs of a scheme by preventing future accidents.

 undertaking an audit ensures that a scheme is considered systematically and at relevant 
stages in its development by a team with expertise in road safety engineering and accidents 
and are independent of the design process.

 scottish borders council also requires a road safety audit to be undertaken on schemes 
which are identified in the development control process as having an effect on the road 
environment. 
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6.4  speed limit revieW
 consistent with the council’s statutory responsibility to investigate means to resource the 

number and severity of casualties, the then scottish executive issued an instruction to all 
roads authorities to undertake a formal speed limit review of all a and b class roads in their 
respective areas.

 scottish borders council routinely carries out formal speed limit reviews in its towns and 
villages therefore this exercise is being carried out on rural roads or those currently subject 
to national speed limit. 

 the review is on course to be completed in 2011 and will consider the possibility and 
practicability of reducing routes or sections of routes to a more appropriate limit. the review 
shall take into account the accident rate on specific links, the current average speeds, the 
level of pedestrian/ cycle activity and representations from communities.

 it should be stressed that speed limits themselves will not be used to solve accident problems 
or perceived road safety problems. for speed limits to be effective it is essential that they are 
rational, consistent, readily understood and appropriate for the circumstances.   they shall be 
considered as part of a package which may include engineering and landscaping features that 
respect the needs of all road users and raise the drivers’ awareness of the environment. 

6.5  20mph speed limits around schools
 
 the council has implemented a number and variety of 20mph speed limit zones and limits 

around schools. depending on the characteristics of the surroundings and existing access 
pedestrian and vehicle access arrangements, these can take various forms as follows:

•	 mandatory 20 mph zones, featuring engineering measures (traffic calming, road humps 
etc);

•	 mandatory 20 mph speed limits indicated by standard speed limit signs;
•	 mandatory part-time 20 mph speed limits, which operate at times when children are 

going to or from school. these are indicated by electronic signs with flashing lights 
and are particularly suitable for through roads as delays and disruption to traffic is 
minimised;
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•	 advisory 20 mph speed limits (twenty’s plenty), which are also suitable for discrete 
residential areas with little or no through traffic. 

 the 20 mph schemes form part of a package, along with safer routes to school initiatives, 
funded through cycling, Walking and safer streets allocations. the aim is to improve road 
safety and to encourage more children to walk or cycle to school. this is better for their 
health and for the environment.

6.6  speed activated siGns
 speed indicator devices or ‘sids’ are temporary mobile interactive signs designed to alert 

passing motorists of their speed.

 if the motorist’s speed is within the speed limit, sid rewards them with a smiley face. if it 
is above the limit, sid displays a frowning face to remind them that they should slow down. 
the device is a non-threatening way of encouraging drivers to observe the speed limit for the 
benefit of community safety and quality of life.

 independent research has shown that sids are effective in bringing about a reduction on 
speed of up to 5mph when deployed.

 the council owns a number of sids which are available on request from community councils 
and recognised community groups on roads with a speed limit of 40mph or less. 
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6.8  road maintenance 
 the adequate maintenance of all roads, especially in the winter is an important feature of 

casualty reduction. not only must road surfaces and markings be kept in good condition, but 
so too must road side infrastructure such as signs and barriers.

 the council operates area based network management teams who, under the leadership 
of their respective network manager carry out various programmes of monitoring and 
inspection throughout the year. results of these inspections form the basis of maintenance 
work programmes.

6.7  conversion of Zebras and pelicans to puffins
 the disability discrimination act 2005 places a statutory duty on public sector bodies to pay 

due regard to promoting equality to for disabled people in every area of their work. to achieve 
this end, sbc has set up a disability forum which includes representation from:

•	 local	disability	groups;
•	 individuals	with	disabilities;
•	 carers;	and
•	 staff	from	various	council	departments.

 the scheme affects many aspects of the council services from staff recruitment to facilities 
management. in terms of road safety, the council has commenced a programme of 
converting all pelican and Zebra crossings to puffin crossings which have been found to be 
more user friendly by individuals with disabilities.
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7.1  lothian and borders police
 the philosophy that underpins the enforcement of road traffic law is that it should 

primarily be targeted to those roads where there is an accident history. furthermore, 
there are recognised offences that are considered to be major contributory factors in 
crashes involving personal injury and include: 

•	 Drink	and	Drug	driving;
•	 Speeding;
•	 Seatbelt	use;
•	 Driving	in	a	way	which	is	dangerous,	careless	or	otherwise	threatening	to	other	road	

users;
•	 Use	of	mobile	phones	and	other	electronic	devices;	and
•	 Targeting	vehicles	which	are	not	road	worthy	and	which	thereby	present	a	danger	to	

road users.

 every police officer patrolling the roads pays particular attention to these offences and 
seeks to educate and encourage road users to adopt safer road behaviour. 

 speed enforcement is a key element in our strategy and resources will continue to be 
targeted at areas where speed is a significant causal factor in injury accidents. 

 in addition, most communities also suffer from other anti-social driver behaviour. the 
police recognise public opinion in this regard, and the affects that such conduct may have. 
concerted efforts will be continued to attend to complaints of this nature against the 
background of our overall objectives. 

 in partnership with other enforcement agencies the police will continue to develop a 
structured, multi-agency, approach to enforcement and encourage regular and frequent 
joint operations. to achieve this, the police will:

•	 target	resources	to	enforce	those	offences	that	are	most	prevalent	in	crashes	
especially exceeding the speed limit; 

•	 investigate	accident	sites	within	the	context	of	an	accident	prevention	policy	and	
deploy resources to target accident causes; 

7. enforcement
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•	 encourage a multi-agency approach to traffic law enforcement and maximise the use of high 
visibility uniform mobile patrols to: 

 - deter motoring offences; and
 - reduce street nuisance and disorder. 

 the scottish road policing framework published by the association of chief police officers in 
scotland (acpos) sets out a number of objectives which complement the scottish Government’s 
road safety framework. 

 While enforcement plays a key role in delivering the stated objectives recognition is also afforded 
to the police’s role in education, engineering, encouragement and evaluation in delivering the 
framework.

 

7.2   lothian and borders safety camera partnership
 
 lothian and borders safety camera partnership was set up in 2003 to reduce collisions on the 

region’s roads, since then our aims have not changed: 

•	 reduce the number of people killed and injured on the lothian and borders roads; 
•	 help raise public awareness of the issues and dangers of inappropriate speed;  
•	 make speeding as socially unacceptable as drink driving; and
•	 change long-term driver behaviour in relation to speeding and red light running. 

 the partnership is made up of lothian and borders police, five local authorities, the scottish 
Government, nhs lothian, nhs borders, lothian and borders fire and rescue service and the 
scottish ambulance service, all dedicated to the same aim of reducing collisions. 

 safety cameras have been in the borders region since 1993; the first ones were in the scottish 
borders on the a1. more safety cameras went live on the a697 in 1996 and on the a68 in 1999. these 
cameras were installed by the then scottish office as a route strategy to slow traffic down over a 
distance. since then, both fixed and mobile safety cameras have been operated where there is a 
history of speeding and collisions.

 since the establishment of lothian and borders safety camera partnership, there has been a 
downward trend in collisions at safety camera sites by some 35%. 

 the scottish borders has a unique road situation; the majority of the roads are rural and bring the 
dangers that come with rural driving but there are also large urban areas as well as three major 
trunk roads which join scotland to england. these different types of roads require different types of 
speed management, whether it be vehicle activated signs or safety cameras. the partnership will 
implement the most appropriate solution for each individual problem. 

 all safety cameras, both fixed and mobile are covered in bright livery in an effort to make road users 
aware of their presence with the desired outcome of reducing driver’s speed. further work is carried 
out to inform the public of where the mobile safety cameras will be located through local newspapers 
and the partnership’s website.

 lothian and borders safety camera partnership contributes to the ‘engineering’ aspect of road 
safety in the purchase of vehicle activated signs, and the provision of the “box brownie” signs that 
have to be sited on routes where fixed or mobile cameras operate.

 in a bid to meet the aims and change long term driver behaviour, the partnership attends educational 
public events where we are able to disseminate our aims and messages. these range from large 
events such the borders union show to talking to sixth form pupils who are about to learn to drive.

 lothian and borders safety camera partnership undertakes three yearly operational case 
assessment, examining collision and speed data to ensure we deploy at relevant locations. 
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the preceding sections have described in reasonable detail the day to day practices of scottish 
borders council and their partners in their efforts to reduce the number and severity of injuries 
incurred on the roads.

the following table is an excerpt from the action plan which is a rolling document which collates 
and monitors actions of the various parties involved in the scottish borders road safety Working 
Group.

although, at the time of writing it is exhaustive, it should be borne in mind that the partners are 
constantly seeking new initiatives and emerging casualty reduction methods which may be used 
in the borders 

8. action plan
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taBle 8.1 - ScottISh BorderS road SaFety workIng grouP actIon Plan 
2009/2010

education, traianing and Publicity (etP)

action aim

develop a corporate image for the Working 
Group within the community safety forum.

demonstrate and promote partnership approach to 
other agencies and the public and raise awareness 
of the Working group.

support and contribute to the community 
safety forum’s yearly calendar of events 
including campaigns on radio borders and in 
the media.

to improve communication with the general public, 
ensure every opportunity of multi agency working, 
and remove duplication.  

insert targeted information articles in local 
community and age group newsletters.

increase awareness of local road safety issues to 
the general public targeting appropriately.

once problem areas and initiatives are 
identified, produce and distribute promotional 
material and merchandise.

to highlight areas of concern and educate citizens 
within scottish borders. 

share research material on road safety issues, 
including pedestrian safety, in particular set 
up a simple system to facilitate the analysis of 
traffic speed and density data.

assist in identifying suitable solutions to problems, 
reduce costs/time in investigating collisions.

representation at all major events across the 
scottish borders giving advice and guidance 
as requested.  (normally in co-operation with 
other groups in community safety forum).

to provide all road users with a greater knowledge 
base and raise their awareness to road safety 
issues within scottish borders

deliver driver awareness programmes to 
targeted individuals/groups covering driving 
laws and other issues such as speeding, drink 
driving and responsibilities of a road user.

engage with local people and ethnic groups to 
establish local problems.

increase road user’s awareness within targeted 
areas of road safety issues and concerns.  

raise awareness of road safety issues within 
scottish borders. 

to encourage young people (17 – 25 years of age) to 
interact with various agencies and  seek advice on 
legal issues in relation to car modifications

to encourage young people (17 – 25 years of age) to 
interact with various agencies and  seek advice on 
legal issues in relation to car modifications

develop website to provide information on 
partnership business and objectives.

improve public re-assurance and knowledge of 
partnership aims and objectives.

engage with motorcyclists to raise their 
awareness of unfamiliar roads and promote 
appropriate safe riding.

to provide motorcyclists with greater awareness 
skills and knowledge base, identifying existing 
positive and negative behaviours.

raise awareness of current road safety issues 
within scottish borders.
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encourage employers to sign up and deliver 
driver awareness sessions to all employees, 
who have any employment related driving 
duties, under the fleetsure scheme. 

encourage businesses across the scottish borders 
to become members of fleetsure and have road 
risk policies in place 

to support the development and introduction 
of road safety education across the 
curriculum in all schools, in line with 
the recommendations of curriculum for 
excellence.

encourage all schools to include road safety within 
the curriculum.

evaluate the outcome of public attitude survey 
and develop a communications strategy to 
improve public confidence and transparency of 
partnership business.

improve public re-assurance and knowledge of 
partnership aims and objectives.

facilitate multi agency young driver events. to encourage young people (17 – 25 years of age) 
to interact with various agencies and seek advice 
on legal issues in relation to car modifications, 
speeding and other road safety issues.

engineering

action aim

install agreed interagency signage at accident 
cluster locations at appropriate times and 
analyse their effectiveness.

establish system to ensure that signs are 
visible when required, including keeping signs 
clear of undergrowth.

cut the number of collisions in these areas.

avoid duplication of effort.

investigate the cause of collisions on roads.

review road collision data on a monthly basis.

to identify problems, emerging patterns or trends 
which require some form of intervention.

comment on the design and engineering of all 
new planned roads for driver and pedestrian 
safety.

to encourage the design and build of safer routes.

contribute to and comment on sbc local 
transport strategy and other action plans 
from agencies such as: transport scotland.

to build-in road safety actions.

install agreed interagency signage at accident 
cluster locations at appropriate times and 
analyse their effectiveness.

establish system to ensure that signs are 
visible when required, including keeping signs 
clear of undergrowth.

cut the number of collisions in these areas

avoid duplication of effort.
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enforcement

action aim

direct high visibility patrols to routes that 
have a record of ksi collisions to deal with 
offenders.  

to encourage better driving and reduce the 
instances of inappropriate driving thus potentially 
avoiding ksi casualties.

robust enforcement of speeding, seat belt 
and drink/drug driving legislation, making 
appropriate use of the road traffic act 1988 
(retention and disposal of seized motor 
vehicles) (amendment) regulations 2008 and 
the antisocial behaviour, etc. (scotland) act  
2004.

to promote a safer environment for all road users 
within the scottish borders.

analyse site collision profiles on an ongoing 
basis.  Gather and collate camera site collision 
profiles for temporal comparison.

examine the use of other technologies to 
assist in achieving this aim.

to enable the sitting of cameras for maximum 
effect to improve road safety.

deploy resources to fixed and mobile sites in 
accord with business plan strategy.

improve driver behaviour in relation to speeding 
and red light infringements thus reducing 
the incidence of offending and the number of 
associated road casualties.

conduct offender trend analysis, targeting 
educational and media campaigns accordingly.

reduction in the incidence of offending and 
corresponding casualties.



road safety plan 2010 - 2020 | environment & infrastructure | 43

introduction | backGround | road safety record | Where and hoW accidents are occurrinG
education, traininG and publicity (etp) | enGineerinG | enforcement | action plan | Budget

9.1  environment & infrastructure
 at the time of compiling this plan, the extent of funding beyond the current year was 

uncertain due to nationwide spending reviews and competing demands for limited 
funding. it remains, however, an essential service which the council has a statutory 
obligation to fulfil.

 in terms of physical road safety work ongoing and planned for the network the primary 
funding source is environment & infrastructure revenue allocations. this aids to 
movement budget covers, not only road safety but also, traffic schemes in the borders 
such as road signing and parking schemes. often these have a road safety implication but 
are for operational reasons such as manoeuvrability and capacity. there is also a capital 
funding stream available for larger schemes.

	 In	the	financial	year	2010/11	the	Aids	to	Movement	revenue	budget	was	£150,000	with	a	
further	comprising	£100,000	capital	budget	made	available	for	road	safety	work.	While	
we are unable to confirm allocations for future years, given the statutory nature of road 
safety and casualty reduction it is likely that the funding stream will remain at this level 
for the next few years.

 

9. budGet
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 committed works for this year 2010/11 are as follows:

description cost

traffic calming, church street eyemouth £5,000

footpath works at teviotdale leisure centre £5,000

West linton build out/ footway £5,000

old town peebles pedestrian crossing point £25,000

speeding  reduction measures (birgham, clovenfords) £10,000

safety barrier a708 (aip site) £20,000

aip sites 2009/2010 (carry over) £40,000

aip sites 2010/2011 £100,000

a7  schemes (commitment to safety camera partnership)  £25,000

minor schemes £15,000

£250,000

9.2 disability discrimination act (dda) fundinG 
 
 as discussed earlier in the plan, the council supports the promotion of facilities to assist 

people with disabilities. in the financial year 2010/11, the council is committed to undertake 
the following schemes in support of the act.

description cost

main street, innerleithen  - conversion of a Zebra to a puffin crossing £25,000

st peter’s primary school - conversion of a Zebra to a puffin crossing £25,000

 
 although these schemes have a direct implication on road safety in the borders, they are 

financed by a specific funding stream allocated to such dda works.

 beyond the year 2010/11 the council will continue the program of conversion of existing Zebra 
and pelican crossings to puffin crossings as prioritised by the disability forum.

9.3  cyclinG, WalkinG and safer streets (cWss)
 the cWss Grant is paid by the scottish Government and the council is in receipt of funding 

until april 2011. this is a ring fenced grant awarded on the stipulation that it is used only for 
the purpose of undertaking a programme of works for local cycling, walking and safer streets 
projects.

 it is difficult to assess exactly what is being spent on road safety compared to walking and 
cycling schemes as generally, such schemes are designed to improve the situation for all 
road users.

 beyond this time, the form and extent of funding to satisfy this need is uncertain.



introduction | backGround | road safety record | Where and hoW accidents are occurrinG
education, traininG and publicity (etp) | enGineerinG | enforcement | action plan | Budget

road safety plan 2010 - 2020 | environment & infrastructure | 45

9.4  scottish borders safety communities
 in previous years the safer communities team allocated, from its budget, some limited 

funding to the various working group, amongst them, the scottish borders road safety 
Working Group. however, as of 2010/11 the cascading of funding will cease due to overall 
public sector spending restriction.

 the group will however continue to explore avenues for outside funding opportunities. this 
may be through the private sector through sponsorship arrangement or innovation fund grant 
issue.

 

9.5  lothian and borders safety camera partnership 

 the lothian and borders safety camera partnership is funded directly from the scottish 
Government by means of a grant. the grant is awarded to the partnership by the scottish 
safety camera programme office (sscpo).

9.6  other opportunities 
 the council can also receive contributions from private companies in the form of developer 

gain. however, these sources can be unpredictable, making budgeting difficult to achieve.  in 
recent years the council has successfully applied for grants from bodies such as:

•	 sustrans – the sustainable transport charity; and 
•	 sestran – the regional transport authority covering the south-east of scotland.

 the council will continue to explore opportunities for grant funding opportunities which are 
made available from time to time from bodies such as scottish Government, department for 
transport, eu or the biG lottery fund.
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you can get this document on tape, in large print, and various other formats by 
contacting us at the address below.  in addition, contact the address below for 
information on language translations, additional copies, or to arrange for an officer to 
meet with you to explain any areas of the publication that you would like clarified.

environment & infrastructure
council headquarters | newtown st boswells | melrose | td6 0sa 
tel: 0300 100 1800 | email: roadsafety@scotborders.gov.uk | www.scotborders.gov.uk

printed in the scottish borders. designed by scottish borders council Graphic design section. kG19711/04/11.


