Technical Advice Note#2

Otter Surveys:

This Technical Advice Note (TAN) summarises key aspects of guidelines for surveys of the Eurasian otter [Lutra
lutra), which set the standard required by Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) in relation to development. This TAN
aims to ensure developers understand what information must be provided to the Planning Authority, prior to a
planning determination being made, where otters are likely to be affected by a development.

1. Otter ecology

Otters have webbed feet, a tapering
tail and flat head




2. Types of Development Requiring Otter Surveys’

-
Examples of projects that may affect otters (not an exhaustive list):

3. Otter Survey Requirements




Suggested survey parameters:

.

rlf a development is likely to significantly affect the River Tweed SAC, which includes otter as a qualifying interest, it
will require a Habitats Regulations Appraisal (HRA), requiring survey and assessment of impacts undertaken

by a competent and qualified ecologist. If the development proposal is judged likely to have a significant effect on
the SAC, an Appropriate Assessment will be required as part of the HRA to determine whether the development
proposal will not adversely affect the integrity of the SAC.

\.

4, Otter Survey Reports

~

Background and overview of proposed works and the current/planned future use of site; site location/plan with scale bar

Context and North arrow; overview of site location and description; overview of survey objectives; relevant policy/legislation

J

Survey methodology and rationale (desk and field survey); sources of additional/pre-existing information; survey h
area and map; personnel; timings/duration/number of survey visits; weather conditions (and conditions in advance of
survey, where high water levels are a consideration); constraints/limitations; equipment used; field signs consideredj

~

Desk survey results; species and signs recorded in field; numbers of individuals/size of populations; distribution of
individuals/groups/resting places; how habitats or places are being used; level of use; suitability of habitats for protected
Results species; seasonal changes/likely changes of individuals’ movements; maps/diagrams/photos (appendices)

Interpretation of results: assessment of the site’s importance for species populations (local/regional/national level),
 consideration of constraints; likely impact of proposed works (type; magnitude; duration; temporality); assessment of
Analysis |ikely impact on the favourable conservation status of the species

Requirements for further survey; mitigation measures (to inform a Species Protection Plan), considering risks; impacts;
timing/ phasing of works; best practice; technique; contingencies; equipment/personnel; habitat enhancement;

Advice o
post-development monitoring.




5. Species Protection Plan

You can get this document on audio CD, in large print, and various other formats by contacting us at the address below. In
addition, contact the address below for information on language translations, additional copies, or to arrange for an officer to
meet with you to explain any areas of the publication that you would like clarified.
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