Lepidoptera In the Scottish Borders:
some progress but concerns remain

Barry Prater
Butterfly Conservation East Scotland

Scottish Borders LBAP Annual Forum 15 November 2011
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
UKBAP Priority species. Less than 20 Borders sites, but new ones found in recent years.


Small Blue
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UKBAP Priority species. Now just a single (strong) colony – on coast. Possibly the odd satellite. Sites on inland disused rail lines all lost. Not much better N in Angus.


Northern Brown Argus
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Another priority. Borders is a stronghold so different attitude.


Green Hairstreak
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Not a priority BUT really quite scarce here (about 14 sites). Again some new colonies have been found.


Grayling
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Priority species. Coastal. Doing quite well.
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Large Heath
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Priority species. Big worry – few sites visited recently. Limited habitat.


Oak-tree Pug
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1st for the Borders?
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Maple Pug
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1st for Scotland?
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1st for Borders?


Golden-rod Brindle
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Last recorded in the Borders in 1976. Really quite a scarce species.


Dingy Shell
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4th Borders record. Quite rare N of Yorkshire.


White-line Dart
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1st Borders record since 1986. Coastal.


Neglected Rustic
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4th recent Borders record. 1st in Berwickshire since 1977.


oSy concerns

e dwindling and fragmented areas of suitable habitat
e threats from land use changes
e still many gaps in distribution data

e Butterfly Conservation has no management control of the
Important sites

Lepidoptera are key indicators of habitat
quality & working with LBAP Partnership lets our
concerns be known to many of the people who
have influence on the future of sites
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