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Background 
engagement Booklet 
and Questionnaire  

scottish Borders council is asking members of the public to submit their views on 
proposed Byelaws prohibiting the consumption of alcohol in designated public 
places.  

the public engagement process is open until midnight	on	17	January	2014.

what do the Byelaws mean? 

the	Byelaws	would:	

• provide an additional tool for the police to reduce anti-social behaviour 
through early intervention. 

• allow the council and its partners to meet the top priority of the Borders 
public, as identified in the 2008, 2009 and 2010 scottish Borders household 
surveys, ‘making the Borders a safer place in which to live, work and visit’. 

• help the council and its partners to support the following five licensing 
objectives: 

 - preventing crime and disorder
 - securing public safety
 - preventing public nuisance
 - protecting and improving public health 
 - protecting children from harm. 
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so does this mean there would Be a 
penalty for drinking in puBlic?
if Byelaws were implemented in certain areas of the Borders, the police would have the 
power to issue a fine of up to £500 if an individual was found to be consuming alcohol in a 
designated public place. 

what aBout drinking during common 
ridings or in my own Back garden?
the	proposed	Byelaws	would	not	apply	for:

• the Border common ridings and local summer festivals 
• hogmanay - new year’s eve
• licensed establishments e.g. beer gardens
• private homes e.g. back garden barbeques etc.

do other areas of scotland 
have Byelaws?
scottish Borders council is the only council in scotland not to have such Byelaws in place. 
the Byelaws already apply in 480 towns and villages across scotland.

in which areas of the Borders 
will the Byelaws Be implemented? 
the designated areas have not yet been determined. the council is asking for your views on 
whether you think the Byelaws should only be applied to certain towns.

designated 
puBlic places
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who was involved in 
developing the Byelaws?
the proposed Byelaws are based on the national model Byelaws. officers from scottish 
Borders council, alcohol and drugs partnership and police scotland have considered and 
developed these proposals. 

where can i find out more 
and/or get involved in discussions 
aBout the Byelaws?
the	proposed	Byelaws	will	be	discussed	at	the	following	area	Forums	and	members	of	
the	public	are	welcome	to	attend:

• cheviot - wednesday 6 november 2013 
• eildon - wednesday 13 november 2013 
• teviot	&	liddesdale - tuesday 19 november 2013  
• tweeddale - wednesday 27 november 2013
• Berwickshire - thursday 5 december 2013

venues and times will be confirmed nearer the time, so please check 
www.scotborders.gov.uk/areaforums or call 0300 100 1800 for details.

you can also consult your local community council.  they will be considering this 
between now and the time of your local area forum meeting.

involvement



 6 | Byelaws to prohiBit the consumption of alcohol in designated puBlic places | in the scottish Borders 

how can i suBmit my views?  
By hand 
complete the attached questionnaire and hand it into any sBc office or venue.

By post 
complete the attached questionnaire and post it to the address below:

corporate governance 
scottish Borders council | council headquarters | newtown st Boswells
melrose | td6 0sa

online 
visit www.scotborders.gov.uk/consultations and complete the online survey. 

please remember you can visit any one of our libraries to use the internet 
free-of-charge. 

got a Question?
if	you	have	a	query	about	the	Byelaws	you	can:
email: legal@scotborders.gov.uk | tel: 01835 825002 or 01835 825006 

what happens after i suBmit my views? 
once this engagement process closes at midnight on 17	January	2014, all the 
responses received will be analysed by sBc and will inform a report to council 
scheduled for early part of 2014. this report will contain recommendations for the 
development of the Byelaws.  there will then be a formal statutory consultation 
process.  the Byelaws will then need the approval of scottish ministers to allow them 
to be implemented.
 

views 
we are keen to hear your views ....



engagement
on the introduction of alcohol Byelaws 
in the scottish Borders

1.	 do	you	think	Byelaws	prohibiting	the	consumption	
of	alcohol	in	designated	public	places	in	the	scottish	
Borders	should	exist? (these Byelaws do not apply 
to private spaces like a back garden or any outdoor 
licensed area like a licensed beer garden)

2.	 the	proposed	exemptions	to	the	Byelaws	are	
	 1)	Border	common	ridings	and	local	summer	

Festivals,	2)	hogmanay	-	new	Year’s	eve.	

3.	 should	the	Byelaws	apply	to	towns	with	1500	people	
or	more? (hawick, galashiels, peebles, kelso, selkirk, 
Jedburgh, innerleithen, eyemouth, duns, tweedbank, 
melrose, coldstream, earlston)

4.	 should	the	Byelaws	also	apply	to	towns	with	500	
to	1500	people? (west linton, lauder, newtown st. 
Boswells, chirnside, st. Boswells, newcastleton, 
yetholm, coldingham, walkerburn, clovenfords, 
eddleston, stow, greenlaw, ayton, cardrona)
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do you have any comments about having the Byelaws in place?

do these exemptions make sense?

noyes mayBe

noyes mayBe

noyes mayBe

please tick relevant box



5. 

6.

7.	 what	area	of	the	scottish	Borders	do	you	live	in?
 
 Berwickshire	(towns - eyemouth, duns, coldstream) 
 
	 cheviot	(towns - kelso, Jedburgh, yetholm) 
 
 eildon (towns - galashiels, selkirk, lauder, melrose) 
 
 teviot	and	liddesdale (towns - hawick, denholm, newcastleton) 
 
 tweeddale (towns - peebles, innerleithen, west linton, walkerburn) 
 
 outwith	the	scottish	Borders 

8.	 are	you	happy	for	your	comments	to	be	publicly	available?

	 if you would like your name to be attributed to the comments 
 please give your details below.	

do you have any comments regarding where the Byelaws should be applied?

do you have any other comments regarding the potential Byelaws? 

noyes

thank you for your comments
comments will Be accepted until midnight 
on 17 January 2014

please tick relevant box


