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Scottish Borders Council Local Development Plan Consultation 

Response 

 

Page 12, Paragraph 2.13:  Disagree with the sentence “A particular challenge to the continued 

attractiveness of the area for residents, visitors, tourists and visitors is the potential for wind energy 

generation, which, if not carefully managed and controlled, could have an adverse impact on this 

fundamental attribute”.  This statement is biased and could be applied to any development that is 

not properly managed and is thus unfair to single out wind energy development.  It also assumes 

that wind farms deter tourism and visitors which fails to reflect the findings of regular studies carried 

by bodies including YouGov
1
 in 2013, DECC

2
 2013, et al which consistently find that the majority of 

people in Scotland and the UK support the continued development of wind power. 

Page 14, Paragraph 2.18:  Concern over the negative stance toward future onshore wind energy 

development. 

 

Policy ED9 

Paragraph 1.1:  Suggest re-wording this paragraph.  The commitment to increase the amount of 

renewable sourced electricity is also driven (as stated in Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) 182) by its 

contribution towards sustainable economic growth.   

Paragraph 1.3:  Is the survey that was sent to local businesses available and what were its results? 

Paragraph 1.5:  In regard to the opening sentence; “The most contentious issue regarding renewable 

energy is the increasing number of planning applications being submitted for wind turbines”,  it 

follows that applications for wind energy development should increase in the “response to growing 

concern about the rise in atmospheric levels of carbon dioxide and…increasing the proportion of 

power generated from renewable energy sources (which) is supported by Government as a vital part 

of reducing these emissions” (para1.1). 

The sentence “There are very strong and differing opinions on the subject of wind turbines [ranging 

from those who are concerned about their economic efficiency and the cumulative impact they are 

having on the landscape, tourism and consequently the economy, and those who consider turbines as 

an appropriate and modern option for satisfying renewable energy targets]” is not wrong but nor is 

it completely balanced:  suggest re-wording or simply deleting the text in brackets above. 

When was the public opinion survey carried out? How many respondents were there and what were 

the results? 

“…taking cognisance of a range of guidance including SPP…”.  SPP is policy not guidance. 

                                                           
1
 Scots support renewable energy, YouGov (2013) http://yougov.co.uk/news/2013/03/20/scots-support-renewable-energy/  

2
 DECC https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-attitudes-tracking-survey-wave-5  












