SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT ELECTION
THURSDAY 7 MAY 2026
Notes for MIDLOTHIAN SOUTH, TWEEDDALE AND LAUDERDALE CONSTITUENCY AND ETTRICK, ROXBURGH AND BERWICKSHIRE CONSTITUENCY CANDIDates
These notes have been prepared to support candidates complete their nomination forms for the Scottish Parliament Elections to be held on Thursday, 7 May 2026.  A more comprehensive Guide for Candidates and Agents has been prepared by the Electoral Commission and is available to download from their website www.electoralcommission.org.uk 
1.
RETURNING OFFICER
 
The Returning Officer and Depute Returning Officers appointed to conduct this Election are


Returning Officer
-
David Robertson 

Depute Returning Officers
-
Jenni Craig




Suzy Douglas 





Nuala McKinlay

Candidates and agents are asked to direct their enquiries in the first instance to Declan Hall (01835 826556) or email elections@scotborders.gov.uk 
2.
PROGRAMME

 
The principal dates in the Election Programme are as detailed in the relevant sections below.

3.
NOMINATION PAPER

The nomination paper must be lodged in person with the Returning Officer at the Election Office, Council Headquarters, Newtown St. Boswells, TD6 0SA, no later than 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 1 April 2026. It is strongly advised that candidates or their agents deliver these in person to enable the papers to be checked in their presence and, if necessary, corrected before lodging.  Appointments can be made for the lodging of papers between 10.00 am and 4.00 pm Monday to Friday.  Please note that nominations cannot be lodged on Saturdays or Sundays or public holidays.   

Candidates are requested to consider lodging their nomination paper at the earliest possible date and to telephone in advance to make an appointment.  

4.

CandidateS

The candidate must have attained the age of 18 at the day of nomination and must be either a British citizen, an Irish citizen, an eligible Commonwealth citizen, or a qualifying foreign national. There is no requirement in law for you to be a registered elector in Scotland.
Apart from meeting the qualifications for standing for election, Candidates must also ensure that they are not disqualified from standing.  Full information regarding disqualification is contained in the Electoral Commission Guidance. 


Disqualification – Constituency Candidate

In addition to the general disqualifications, a constituency candidate must not be a candidate in more than one constituency and/or region.  If a candidate wishes to stand for both a constituency and a region then the constituency must be within that region.  If a candidate does this they must stand for the same party in both contests, or be an independent in both contests. If they are elected at the constituency election, their name will be disregarded at the allocation of regional seats. 


Candidate’s Description

A candidate is only allowed to use a description which associates them with a Registered Political Party if the party is a qualifying party in relation to the constituency and he/she obtains a Certificate of Authorisation from the Party Nominating Officer.


A candidate not representing a Registered Political Party may only use the description ‘Independent’ or leave the description blank on Nomination Paper, in which case no description will appear on the ballot papers and in the Notice of Poll.


Signature


The candidate must sign the Nomination Paper where shown.  This must be witnessed, with the witness signing where shown and giving their address.

5.

CONSENT TO NOMINATION

A candidate must give his/her consent to being nominated.  The style for consenting to nomination is enclosed.  The consent must be delivered to the Returning Officer at the place to which nominations are to be delivered by 4.00pm on Wednesday, 1 April 2026

This consent must have been signed by the candidate no earlier than one calendar month prior to it being lodged.  The candidate’s signature must be witnessed, the witness signing the form where shown.

6.

Registered Political Parties

Candidates are only allowed to use a description that associates them with a Registered Political Party if the party is a qualifying party in relation to the constituency and he/she obtains a Certificate of Authorisation from the Party Nominating Officer.  The Certificate must be delivered to the Returning Officer by 4.00pm on Wednesday, 1 April 2026.  Failure to do so will result in the description being left blank.

7.

Party Emblems

It is possible for candidates who have received a Certificate of Authorisation from a Registered Political Party to ask that one of the party's registered emblems be put on the ballot paper alongside his/her name.


This request must be made in writing by the candidate by 4.00pm on Wednesday, 1 April 2026 and must indicate which of the emblems (if the party has more than one) he/she wishes to use.  Candidates are not entitled to use variations of the emblem registered.


The use of emblems applies only to candidates from Registered Political Parties.  No other candidates are allowed to have emblems on the ballot paper.

8.

Candidate's Free Copy of Register

A candidate is entitled to a free copy of the Register of Electors for the constituency for which he/she has been nominated.  This can be obtained by completing the enclosed form and returning it to the Electoral Registration Officer, PO Box 13639, Council Headquarters, Newtown St Boswells, Melrose, TD6 6BQ.  Unless a specific request for a paper copy is made the information will be supplied in electronic format.  If a paper copy is required at least 24 hours’ notice must be given.  For candidates in the Midlothian South, Tweeddale and Lauderdale Constituency, that part of the Register relating to the Midlothian section will be provided by the Electoral Registration Officer for the Lothians, and a separate form can be provided by the Elections Office.
9.

Withdrawal of Nomination

Should a candidate wish to withdraw his/her nomination he/she can do so in the prescribed manner but intimation must be made to me, in writing, before 4.00pm on Wednesday,1 April 2026.  
10.

Appointment of Election Agent

Every candidate must appoint an election agent, who may be him/herself.  The candidate must submit details of the agent’s name and address to the Returning Officer, at the same address as intimated for the delivery of nomination papers, in writing not later than 4.00pm on, Wednesday, 1 April 2026. The agent’s consent in writing to the appointment must also be submitted.


An agent must have an office, and its address must be given.  This applies equally where the candidate appoints him/herself as his/her own election agent.


If no agent is named within the required time, or if the agent appointed dies and a new appointment is not made on the day of the death or on the following day, or if the appointment of the agent is revoked without a new appointment being made, the candidate will be deemed to have appointed him/herself as agent.


A form on which intimation of the appointment of an election agent may be given is enclosed. Such intimation will have no effect unless the election agent consents, in writing, to his/her appointment.  

11.  
DEPOSITS

A person shall not be validly nominated as a candidate unless the sum of £500 is deposited by him/her, or on his/her behalf, with the Constituency Returning Officer at the place and during the time for delivery of nomination papers.  The deposit can be made by bankers draft.  Deposits can also be lodged via the Council’s website.  The elections team can assist you with that process.  
12.  
Election Expenses

The election agent of every candidate must deliver to the Election Office to which nomination papers were delivered a return, accompanied by a declaration of election expenses within thirty-five days after the day on which the result is declared.  

In terms of the relevant legislation, the expenses incurred by or on behalf of a county constituency candidate must not exceed £21,500 plus an additional 6.3p per elector on the register of electors for the Long Campaign and £8,700 plus an additional 9p for every elector on the register of electors for the Short Campaign.  Both of the Constituencies for this election are county constituencies.  
13.
POSTAL OR PROXY VOTING


Applications for new postal vote and postal proxy applications, and for changes to existing postal or proxy votes must be made to the Electoral Registration Officer no later than 5 p.m. on Tuesday, 21 April 2026 if they are to be effective at this election. Applications for a new proxy vote (except in medical emergencies) must be made no later than 5 p.m. on Tuesday, 28 April 2026.

The address of the Electoral Registration Officer is:-

PO Box 13639,

Council Headquarters,

Newtown St Boswells,

Melrose,

TD6 6BQ
Electoral.Registration@scotborders.gov.uk
01835 825100
For the Midlothian South area of Midlothian, Tweeddale and Lauderdale Constituency the address of the Electoral Registration Officer is: 

Assessor and Electoral Registration Office, 

17A South Gyle Crescent,

Edinburgh 

EH12 9FL
enquiries@lothian-vjb.gov.uk
0131 344 2500

The first issue of Postal Ballot Papers is expected to take place on Wednesday 15th April 2026.  There is no entitlement for candidates or their agents to be present.  

The first opening of Postal Votes will be is likely to be held on Monday, 27 April 2026 and then on a daily basis thereafter. Details of the time and location for each opening will be provided in due course. 

14.
POLLING AGENTS

Candidates may appoint Polling Agents to attend at polling stations for the purpose of detecting personation.  Any number of Agents may be appointed, but only one may be in a polling station at any time.  Forms of appointment are enclosed and should be returned to the Returning Officer by Wednesday, 29 April 2026. It is important that you specify which polling stations each agent will visit.  Polling Agents should be advised that Polling Staff will be instructed not to allow any Agent access to a polling station if they do not have with them the card issued by the Returning Officer.  
15.
HOURS OF POLL

The hours of poll are from 7.00 a.m. to 10.00 p.m. on Thursday, 8 May 2026.
16.
COUNTING OF VOTES


The votes will be counted in Springwood Hall, Springwood Park, Kelso commencing on Friday, 8 May 2026 commencing at 9 a.m.  

Candidates may appoint Counting Agents to attend the counting of votes, but this will be subject to a maximum for each candidate which will be determined by the Returning Officer, having regard to the number of candidates and the capacity of the venue.  Forms of appointment for Counting Agents will be issued following the close of nominations.


The foregoing notes have been compiled for the assistance of prospective candidates.  Candidates are, however, referred to the appropriate Statutes and Elections Rules for a definitive answer to any particular legal point.  

David Robertson 
Returning Officer
March 2026
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