


UPLAND HEATHLAND in Scottish Borders

Current Status

Heathland vegetation occurs widely
on mineral soils and thin peats (<0.5
m deep) throughout the uplands and
moorlands of the UK. It is characterised
by the presence of dwarf shrubs at

a cover of at least 25%. It is typically
dominated by a range of dwarf
shrubs such as heather Calluna
vulgaris bilberry Vaccinium muyrtillus,
crowberry Empetrum nigrum, and bell
heather Erica cinerea. Blanket bog

is distinguished from heathland by its
occurrence on deep peat (>0.5 m).

National Vegetation Classification
(NVC) communities associated with this
habitat:

H12 Calluna vulgaris - Vaccinium
myrtillis heath. H18 Vaccinium muyrtillus
- Deschampsia flexuosa heath. M16
Erica tetralix - Sphagnum compactum
wet heath H4, H8, H9, H10, H15, H16,
H21

Key Species
(Species of Conservation Concern)

Black grouse Tetrao tetrix, hen harrier
Circus cyaneus , twite Carduelis
flavirostris adder Vipera berus, sword-
grass Xylena exsoleta, nationally
notable moths and ground beetles,
mountain bumblebee Bombus
Monticola, heath dog-violet Viola
canina, bog bilberry Vaccinium
uliginosum, chickweed wintergreen
Trientalis europaea

For full list of Species of Conservation
Concern see:
http://www.scotborders.gov.uk/life/
environment/natural heritage/17531.html
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Key Issues

e Overgrazing

Undergrazing (bracken and purple
moor grass)

Inappropriate muirburn

Increased predation

Persecution

Climate change
Agri-environment/forestry schemes

Opportunities

e Rural Development Contracts
e Sporting Estates

Current Action

e SUP Black Grouse recovery project
e SNH Moorland Management Scheme
e Langholm Demonstration Project




Objectives

1.

2.

determine status of upland
heathland habitat in Scottish Borders
restore and where appropriate
enhance existing habitat and
enhance habitat integrity

promote the value of upland heath
through education and awareness.

Targets

1.

identify the extent of upland
heathland derived from Aerial
Photography Interpretation by 2008
maintain the 2008 baseline extent of
upland heathland in Scottish Borders
restore area equivalent to 5% of
baseline upland heath resource by
2015

enhance 5% of the upland heathland
resource by 2015.

Key Actions

1.

determine status, extent and
condition of upland heathland
habitat in Scottish Borders

continue to develop and implement
a black grouse recovery project
maximise opportunities for protection
and enhancement under Rural
Development Contracts

survey and monitoring of two key
species by 2010

promotion of appropriate habitat
management including use of
muirburn code and key guidance
support sustainable moorland
management through integrated
habitat network initiatives

evaluate and map areas of
degraded upland heath to prioritise
areas for restoration

develop and implement an upland
heath restoration project
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9. develop and initiate education and
awareness projects, including events
to promote the value of upland
heath habitat

10.Ensure protection of upland
heath areas from inappropriate
development including wind farms.

Linkage to other plans and
strategies

Montane HAP

Upland Cleuch and Scrub HAP
Upland Heath HAP

LBAP information action Plan

Tweed Catchment Management Plan
Solway - Tweed River Basin
Management Plan

Scottish Biodiversity Strategy
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Alternative format/language paragraph

You can get this document on tape, in large print, and various other formats by contacting
us at the address below. In addition, contact the address below for information on
language translations, additional copies, or to arrange for an officer to meet with you to

explain any areas of the publication that you would like clarified.

Hitg X / AXES

ENERMEHESRET. KFRREUARSEHMERN, RASUEB T i
HEERIRFIBE | RERFRIAMRAS, Bboh , ¥Rt AT SUBRAE LA T it it SREN AR B RS
MMEMAXFALZTMESE R, FUEREMAMEREE , ARFANITEA
SEEARRERFREED LR TN THEZE.

[Alternatywny format/jezyk]

Aby uzyska¢ kopie niniejszego dokumentu w formacie audio, duzg czcionka, oraz innych
formatach prosimy o kontakt na ponizszy adres. Uzykac tam mozna réwniez informacje o
ttumaczeniach na jezyki obce, otrzymaniu dodatkowych kopii oraz zaaranzowaniu !

spotkania z urzednikiem, ktéry wyjasni watpliwosci i zapytania zwigzane z trescig

niniejszej publikaciji.

Paragrafo de formato/lingua alternativos

Pode obter este documento em cassete audio, impressdo aumentada e varios outros
formatos contactando a morada indicada em baixo. Pode ainda contactar a morada
indicada em baixo para obter informagdes sobre tradugdes noutras linguas, cépias
adicionais ou para solicitar uma reunido com um funcionario para lhe explicar quaisquer

areas desta publicagao que deseje ver esclarecidas.

[Naparpad 06 anbTepHaTMBHOM hopMaTe/s3bIkOBOW BEPCUM

Y706kl NONYy4YnTb AaHHbLIN LOKYMEHT B 3anMcy Ha MIeHKe, B KpYMHOLIPUDTOBOW
pacnevaTke 1 B ApYrux pasnuyHbix oopmaTax, Bbl MOXETe 06paTUTbCs K HaM Mo

F npuBeaeHHOMY HWXe agpecy. Kpome Toro, no AaHHOMY agpecy MOXHO obpalyatbes 3a
NHopMaLmen 0 NepeBoae Ha PasnNMUHbIE A3bIKK, MONYYEHUN LOMOSTHUTENbHBLIX KOMWUIA a
Takke ¢ TeM, YTOObI OpraHN3oBaTb BCTPEYY C COTPYAHMKOM, KOTOPbI/ CMOXET peacTaBuThb

006BbSCHEHUA MO TeM pa3sgenam nybnukawlmm, KOTopble BaM XOTeNOCh 6bl NPOACHUTB.

Business Services, Planning and Economic Development Department, Council
Headquarters, Scottish Borders Council, Newtown St Boswells, Tel: 01835 825060,
Fax: 01835 825158, email: ped@scotborders.gov.uk to discuss your needs.

It is also available on our website:
www.scottishborders.gov.uk/life/environment/naturalheritage/2715.html
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