
 
Scottish Borders Community Councils’ Network 

 
Meeting of SBCCN Core Group 

Held SBC HQ, Newtown St Boswells on 21st November 2013 at 7.00pm 
 
 Attendance: Logan Inglis (LI), Marion Short (MS, Treasurer), Ann Affleck (AA), 

Raymond du Bois (RduB), Clare Malster (CM), Trevor Jackson (TJ), Rob 
Brydon (RB), Colin McGrath (CMcG), Barrie Forrest (BF), Frank Connelly (FC), 
Ruth Kerr (RK) 

 
1 Welcome CM welcomed delegates, introductions around the table. 
 
2 Apologies: Anne Cummins (AC), Diana Findlay (DF), Trevor Jones (TJo), 

Pauline Hood (PH), Harry Cummins (HC), June McGregor (JMc), Ettrick & 
Yarrow CC. 
 

3 Order of Business As agenda. 
 
4 Declarations of Interests None. 
 
5 Membership of SBCCN Core Group 
 
 CM advised that election of a second rep for Eildon area will be concluded next 

week. She will write to CCs in Tweeddale area and invite nominations for two 
reps for that area.      Action CM 

 
6 Appointment of Chairman 
 
 Logan Inglis was nominated and duly elected. He took over Chair. 
 
7 Appointment of Vice-Chairman 
 
 Ann Affleck was nominated and duly elected. 
 
8 Appointment of Secretary 
 
 Raymond du Bois was confirmed in post. 
 
9 Appointment of Treasurer 
 
 Marion Short was confirmed in post. 
 
10 Approval of minutes from earlier meetings 
 
 Minutes of 9th May 2013, earlier accepted subject to ratification by a quorate 

meeting, were now approved.  
 
 Minutes of 18th July 2013 were approved. 
 
11 Matters Arising not on the agenda 
 
11.1 MS presented the Treasurer’s report. She is now recognised by BoS as an 

authorised signatory and the bank has paid £200 compensation for the 
unwarranted delays.  

 
 The SBCCN balance at bank after expenses claims, catering for the seminar 
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and printing the Community Councils in the Scottish Borders leaflet, is £2106. 

 
11.2 CMcG spoke about the SBCCN constitution; he needs to consider the 

consultative draft Community Empowerment Act before finalising his 
suggestions. Consultation runs until 24th January 2014 and CM has details of a 
briefing on the Act in Edinburgh on 12th December. Meeting agreed that SBCCN 
constitution should be kept on the agenda. 

 
11.3 Meeting discussed the proposed consumption of alcohol byelaws, which have 

caused concerns about how they will be applied in a rural area such as the 
Scottish Borders. The Police have been keen to assure that the new byelaws 
would only be used as a tool to reduce late-night, weekend nuisance in urban 
areas. AA stated that Borders ride-outs and festivals are specifically excluded 
from restrictions. Meeting agreed that SBCCN constitution should be kept on 
the agenda for January. 

 
11.4 SESPLAN TJ stated that planning officers are desirous of CC views on the draft 

plan but CM confirmed that very few CCs responded to a suggestion for a 
special meeting on this matter. Meeting agreed not to arrange a meeting for CC 
delegates with SESPLAN officers. 

 
12 Feedback from Annual Conference
 
 In discussion, the meeting agreed that the evening format had worked well, 

evidenced by the highest attendance for several years. However, the higher 
attendance might be due in part to core group members directly contacting CCs 
to advertise the conference. The agenda had been too packed, which meant 
that some sessions were cut short and there was no opportunity for an open 
forum. SBCCN should consider having a second annual seminar, either as a 
training session for Community Councillors or to discuss a special topic. This 
will be on the agenda for January. 

 
13 Community Council Scheme review
 
 MS stated that 10th December 2013 is the last planned meeting for the review 

group and the findings are likely to out for consultation in February 2014. The 
changes are likely to include: 

 - two proposed new CCs 
 - changes to number of members for four CCs 
 - proposed changes to names of one or two CCs. 
 - some changes to the model constitution: 
   abeyance period 
   eligibility criteria, such as criminal record. 
 
 MS feels that the review process has been very democratic, with a real feeling 

that all aspects of the scheme ‘up for grabs’. 
 
14 Role of SBCCN, including Constitution
 
 See also 11.2 above. CMcG emphasised the need for groups at the community 

level to have a stronger voice in local authority decision-making, and suggested 
that the Chair of SBCCN should have a permanent seat at SBC. 

 
15 Date of next meeting  Thursday, 30/1/2014, SBC HQ, 7pm 
 
 LI thanked all for attending and closed the meeting. 
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