
 
Scottish Borders Community Councils’ Network 

 
Annual General Meeting of SBCCN 

Held SBC HQ, Newtown St Boswells on 22nd November 2012 at 7.00pm 
 
 Attendance: Logan Inglis (LI, Chair), Robin Thomson (RT, Treasurer), Graeme 

Donald (GD), Diana Findlay (DF), Raymond du Bois (RduB), George Brown 
(GB), Colin McGrath (CMcG), John Marjoribanks (JM), Rick Kenney (RK), Jim 
Dickson (JD), Rob Kerr (RK), Rob Brydon (RB), Marion Short (MS), Mark 
Rowley (MR), Trevor Jackson (TJ), Martin Tolhurst (MT), Clare Malster (CM), 

 
 Apologies:  
 

Helen Crowe (HC), Martin Brims (MB),  
Debbie Bolton (DB), June McGregor (JMcG) John Swanson (JS), Trevor  
Jackson (TJ), Kate Tulloch (KT), Fiona Scott (FS), Arthur Brant (Ednam, Stichill 
& Berrymoss CC), Rhona Goldie (Coldingham CC) William Windram (Melrose 
CC), Clovenfords & District CC, Hutton & Paxton CC, Lanton CC, Lilliesleaf,  
Ashkirk & Midlem CC 
 

1 Welcome LI welcomed delegates, introductions around the table. 
 
2 Approval of AGM Minutes from 1ST  October  2011 Accepted. 
 
3 Chairman’s report
 
3.1 LI gave an update on the Scottish Government community council short-life 

working group meetings he has attended. He noted that experience varies 
widely across Scotland. SBC ‘ticks most boxes’. In Orkney, CC elections are 
usually contested and meetings are well attended. However, delegates from 
some other regions had never heard of a Community Liaison Officer. 

 
3.2 LI expressed disappointment that a very poor response from Borders CCs had 

led to the 2012 annual seminar being cancelled  
 
3.3 LI attendance at Public Governance Committee PGC meetings, looking at 

public engagement in health issues. Promoting equality and diversity and public 
health activity. 

 
4 Treasurer’s report
 
4.1 RT reported the current account balance to be £2,241.36 and encouraged all 

attending to claim travel expenses (claim forms available from RT). 
 
5 Election of members to Core Group
 
 CM had received a number of e-mailed nominations. The following persons 

nominated and accepted as area representatives: 
 
 Berwickshire - Trevor Jones, Logan Inglis 
 Cheviot - Trevor Jackson, Robin Thomson 
 Eildon  - Rick Kenney, Raymond du Bois 
 Teviot & Liddesdale - Robert Brydon, Marion Short  
 Tweeddale -  
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6 Election of office bearers
 
 Chair – LI indicated he will stand down but agreed to continue in the interim until 

next meeting when he will continue as vice-Chair 
 
 Secretary – RduB agreed to continue in the interim until next meeting 
 Treasurer – RT re-elected 
 
7 Constitution, including rôle of SBCCN
 
7.1 CMcG proposed changes to the Objectives, to clarify the rôle of SBCCN. 

Should the network function passively as a link between Community Councils, is 
its main job training and support, or should SBCCN take the lead in responding 
to SBC and Scottish Government on Community Council issues? 

 
7.2 In a debate on the Objectives, MS asked the group to consider how the new 

Area forums impact on the role of Community Councillors and how this affects 
SBCCN. MR would like to see more Community Councillors brought together to 
lobby on behalf of CCs. GD felt that SBCCN cannot assume a lead role unless 
the constituent groups give assent. 

 
7.3 Meeting agreed that CMcG will draft changes to the Objectives and these will be 

circulated to all CCs together with an explanatory note. CCs will be encouraged 
to express not just assent or otherwise to the changes but also their views on 
the future of the network. 

 
8 Reactions to Scottish Government Community Councils short-life working 

group
 
8.1 GD told meeting that SBC response to the working group report was that ‘Most 

CCs do not wish to be burdened by additional duties’. Where is the evidence for 
this? GD feels that most local authorities in Scotland do not wish to devolve 
powers to the community level. SBC should be challenged on how it will meet 
the Scottish Government’s aim for greater devolution of powers to communities. 

 
8.2 CM mentioned the SBC working group to discuss the CC scheme. There will be 

representatives from the five areas of the Scottish Borders and the papers will 
be made available to all CCs. She noted that the present scheme does not 
preclude CCs from accepting devolved powers but the working group has a 
remit to consider all aspects of the scheme including the purpose of CCs. 

 
8.3 LI asked all delegates and all Community Councils to read and respond to the 

Scottish Government’s proposals for the Community Empowerment Bill.  
 
9 Any Other Business
 
9.1 None 
 
10 Date of next regular meeting
 
 Thursday, 21st February, 2013. SBC Headquarters, 7pm 
 
 
 LI thanked all for attending and closed the meeting. 
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