
 
Scottish Borders Community Councils’ Network 

 
Meeting of SBCCN Core Group 

Held SBC HQ, Newtown St Boswells on 9th May 2013 at 7.00pm 
 
 Attendance: Trevor Jones (TJ, Chair), Robin Thomson (RT, Treasurer), Diana 

Findlay (DF), Raymond du Bois (RduB), Clare Malster (CM), Liz Walthen (LW), 
Hazel Paxton (HP), Brian McCrow (BMcC), Rob Brydon (RB), Marion Short 
(MS) 

 
1 Welcome TJ welcomed delegates, introductions around the table. 
 
2 Apologies: Logan Inglis, Kym Bannerman, Rhona Goldie, Colin Mcgrath, 

Trevor Jackson, Lamancha, Newlands & Kirkurd CC, Royal Burgh of Peebles 
CC, Hutton & Paxton CC 

 
3 Approval of minutes from 21 February 2013 
 
 TJ noted that meeting not quorate, due to less than five elected core group 

members present. It was agreed to accept the minutes, STQR*. 
 
4 Matters Arising Agreed to carry forward to next meeting. 
 
5 Vacancy for Treasurer 
 
 Vacancy arises as RT has resigned from HMFSCC. RT reported that accounts 

for 2012/2013 have been audited and present balance at bank is £1786.06 
 TJ thanked RT for his work as Treasurer over the past five years.  
 
 MS was nominated, seconded and duly elected as Treasurer STQR*. 
 
6 Area Forums
 
 Delegates compared their experiences of attendance at the five new Area 

Forums. BMcC found the Tweeddale AF to suffer from a crowded agenda, with 
the Chair cutting discussion short. At the Berwickshire AF DF found that 
Community Cllrs were overly restricted in discussions and played no part in 
decision-making, also there was no CC spotlight. At the Teviot & Liddesdale AF, 
all delegates from CCs and SBC had a name card and had even-handed 
treatment from Cllr George Turnbull in the Chair. 

 
 TJ noted that it is early days and he hopes that SBC will accept feedback from 

comparison across the AFs, give Chairpersons training and ensure that best 
practice is adopted at all AFs. This should ensure that meetings are co-owned 
by delegates from SBC and CCs, that all delegates are given equal opportunity 
to contribute to discussion, that decisions are whenever possible reached 
through consensus, that the public are encouraged to ask questions and that all 
questions raised including any submitted in advance are minuted and 
answered. 

 
 
 
* STQR - subject to quorate ratification 
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7 Community Council Leaflet - distribution
 
 CM handed all delegates a bundle of the Community Councils in the Scottish 

Borders guide and additional bundles to take to Area Forums to pass to other 
CCs. Where possible, delegates will make neighbouring CCs aware of the 
leaflet. CM will send a copy to all CCs, who can request additional copies. 

           Action CM 
 
8 Community Council elections and resilience of CCs
 
 TJ noted that some Community Council second additional members and train 

these as replacements when members retire or move away. Meeting noted that 
enthusiasm for joining a CC would increase if they had budgetary 
responsibilities. 

 
9 Future topics for discussion
 
 Meeting discussed the annual SBCCN seminar which was cancelled in 2012 

due to insufficient interest. It was agreed to suggest replacing the all-day 
Saturday format with a weekday evening. Proposed date Wednesday 18th 
September, 6-9pm, with the Marketplace and refreshments available from 4:30 
for delegates arriving early.  

 
 TJ suggested asking Ian Aikman from SBC Planning to give a presentation, 

possibly on changes to the planning process. MS suggested asking a senior 
Police officer to give a view of how the newly re-organised force will continue to 
liaise with communities in general and CCs in particular. CM to contact all CCs 
asking for their views on dates, format and what they would like to include. 

           Action CM 
 
10 Any Other Business
 
 BMcC noted the review of the SBC Community Councils Scheme informed the 

group that the responses to the Community Empowerment and Renewal Bill, in 
relation to community councils, will be looked at at the next meeting; he 
stressed the need for all CCs to respond to the consultation on the draft 
legislation when it is published later this year. Meeting noted that Scottish 
Government wants greater localism with decision-making and funding pushed 
down closer to communities, to broaden participation and strengthen community 
spirit. 

 
 MS wondered why there is indifference towards SBCCN. RduB suggested that 

the network needs to sharpen its focus and raise awareness. For example, 
there should be a presentation by SBCCN to every newly-elected CC to show 
how the network can provide support and a united voice for the community 
sector.  

 
 CM reported that 33 CCs, about half of those in the Scottish Borders, now have 

a Resilient Community plan in place or are in the process of developing a plan. 
 
11 Date of next meeting  Thursday, 18/7/2013, SBC HQ, 7pm 
 
 TJ thanked all for attending and closed the meeting. 
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